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Can Fleck Row the Boat to Indianapolis?

Take away the 2020 Covid season for a minute. Without that strange season, P.J. Fleck has
orchestrated three straight seasons of 9 or more wins (29 total over that span) and has back-to-back
victories against Wisconsin. The only place where the boat hasn’t yet rowed for Minnesota is in
Indianapolis in the Big Ten Championship game. It will be a challenge to win the west with one of the
conference’s toughest schedules but Fleck and company have been close in the past and expect to field
a very competitive team.

Minnesota must replace the best running back in school history as Mohamed Ibrahim is now in
the NFL after rushing for 4,668 yards. Replacing him will be extremely challenging but he did miss almost
the entirety of the 2021 season and the Golden Gophers managed to still win nine games. Sean Tyler
assumes the starting role after posting a 1,000-yard season with Western Michigan last season. He
exploded in the final two games of the season with 177 yards in a win against Central Michigan and 131
in the season finale against Toledo and he had two touchdown runs of 50+ yards. In addition to Ibrahim’s
departure, last year’s backup Trey Potts transferred to Penn State so the running back room is certainly a
question and Zach Evans and Darius Taylor could be featured as freshman.

Tanner Morgan graduates Minnesota as the team’s second all-time leading passer with 9,454
yards. He had his fair share of great moments and was a great leader of the Golden Gophers but he also
had his moments of inconsistency and it’s possible that the quarterback play could improve with Athan
Kaliakmanis. He filled in for Morgan at various points last season and certainly experienced some
growing pains but demonstrated a dual-threat ability that Minnesota hasn’t had at the quarterback
position in quite some time. As this year’s clear-cut starter, the offseason will prove critical in his
development. Last year’s top two pass catchers are back. Wide receiver Daniel Jackson caught 37
passes for 557 yards and the top talent on the offense is Berwyn Spann-Ford who added 42 catches for
497 yards at tight end. Chris Autman-Bell was the team’s leader in 2021 but suffered a season ending
knee injury in September and it’s still unclear whether or not he’ll be able to get back to his old self. If he
does, he adds a significant threat to this offense. Aireontae Ersery is the lone returner on the offensive
line but the Golden Gophers add Quinn Carroll from Notre Dame.

Last year’s defense was stifling and was somehow better (13.8) than the 2021 unit that allowed
only 17.3 points per game. The Golden Gophers held 11 of their 13 opponents to under 20 points last
season and pitched a pair of shutouts against New Mexico State and Rutgers. Six starters are back
including four of the top seven tacklers from last season. Cody Lindenberg made an impact at
linebacker and is technically a sophomore by eligibility even though this is his fourth year in defensive
coordinator Jon Rossi’s system. Ryan Selig had two strong years with Western Michigan and joins the
linebacker corps along with Southeastern Louisiana transfer Jack Henderson. Danny Striggow and
Kyler Baugh lead the defensive line. Despite the strong, border-line-elite, defensive play last season, the
Golden Gophers only had 19 sacks as a team and expects that number to increase in 2023. Tyler Nubin
patrols the secondary and snagged four interceptions while adding 55 tackles. Justin Walley is the
team’s best cover corner who had three interceptions of his own and Tyler Bride is a Georgia Southern
transfer who will battle Tariq Watson for the other starting corner position.

The Bottom Line: Fleck has done a fantastic job with Minnesota but faces his toughest test yet.
Minnesota’s schedule is one of the most difficult in not only the conference but in all of college football.
The Golden Gophers draw both Ohio State and Michigan out of the East and travel to North Carolina to
face Heisman candidate Drake Maye in the non-conference. Still, it’s possible that Minnesota could
escape September with a 4-1 schedule before a big they welcome Michigan into Huntington Bank
Stadium. In order to get back to the 9-win mark for the third straight season and to compete for a West
division title, quarterback Athan Kaliakmanis will need to demonstrate improvement in the passing game
and the defense will need to stand strong.

Projection: 7-5 (5th in Big Ten West)

Points Scored Rush Yards Pass Yards  Turnover Margin

67th in FBS 16th in FBS 116th in FBS T-24th in FBS
Points Allowed Rush YDS Allowed Pass YDS Allowed

4th in FBS 16th in FBS 15th in FBS




2023 Minnesota Schedule
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KEY PLAYERS

Brevyn Spann-Ford - TE
The Minnesota native is now entering his sixth
season with the program and is coming off a very
productive 2022 season. He had the most catches
of anyone on the team with 42 for 497 yards and a
pair of touchdowns. He was especially good
against Wisconsin and had 7 catches for 95
yards which were both career highs. At 6'7”
he’s able to high point the football and his
final season should be a good one.

Tyler Nubin - S

Nubin is one of the veterans of the defense and
has started at safety for the better part of three

seasons. He’s increased the number of
interceptions in each consecutive season and

had four last season including two in

Minnesota’s shutout victory over Rutgers.

Add in his 55 tackles and a forced fumble

against Purdue and you’re looking at one

of the most underrated safeties in the country. He was a deserving
member of the All-Big-Ten second team last year.

Conference Games in Bold

KEY GAMES

Sat, Sept 16: @ North Carolina - This game features
two teams with almost polar opposite schemes on
offense. The Minnesota defense faces a very
challenging early test and must get pressure on Drake
Maye in order to succeed.

Sat, Oct 21: @ lowa - The Golden Gophers missed
out on an opportunity for a West division title in their
10-13 loss in the penultimate game of the regular
season. Can they put an end to the Hawkeyes’ 8-
game win streak in this series?

Sat, Nov 25: vs. Wisconsin - Paul Bunyan’s Axe has
stayed in Minneapolis the past two seasons. If this
game has West division implications the storied rivalry
will become even more intense than usual.

2022 RESULTS
(9-4)

New Mexico State (W 38-0)
Western lllinois (W 62-10)
Colorado (W 49-7)

@ Michigan State (W 34-7)
Purdue (L 10-20)

@ lllinois (L 14-26)

@ Penn State (L 17-45)
Rutgers (W 31-0)

@ Nebraska (W 20-13)
Northwestern (W 31-3)
lowa (L 10-13)

@ Wisconsin (W 23-16)
Syracuse (W 28-20)

MINNESOTA

RECRUITING
2023 Class Ranking

44th

(Via 24/7 Sports)




