WAKE FOREST DEMON DEACONS

2023 Record: 4-8

JASHEEN DAVIS - DE
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2024 WF Schedule

Thu, Aug29 vs.NC A&T
Sat,Sept7  vs. Virginia
Sat, Sept14 vs. Mississippi
vs. Louisiana

@ NC State

Sat,Oct 5

Sat, Oct 12
8 Sat, Oct 19
9 Sat, Oct 26

2
3
5 Sat, Sept 28
6
7

vs. Clemson

@ UConn
@ Stanford

1" Fri, Nov 8 vs. California

12 Sat,Nov16 @ North Carolina

13 Sat,Nov23 @ Miami (FL)

14 Sat,Nov30 vs.Duke

I Home Away

Key Games

vs. Clemson: The Demon Deacons have been
oh-so-close to finally taking down the Tigers the
past two seasons but they’ve fallen just short,
losing by a touchdown or less in each game. Last
time in Winston-Salem, Clemson won a double-
overtime thriller.

@ North Carolina: This series between instate
rivals has been played 110 times. Recently, this
matchup has featured some offensive explosions.
vs. Duke: The Blue Devils find themselves in a
likely rebuild which could give the Demon
Deacons an opportunity to avenge back-to-back
three-point losses to Duke. Last year, Duke hit a
game-winning field goal as time expired.
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Atlantic Coast Conference

The challenge was obvious heading into the 2023 season, how do you replace
the best passer in school history? Sam Hartman finished his decorated career
with 12,967 for the Demon Deacons and guided his team to 19 victories his
final two seasons, the most since 2006-2007. It wasn’t just Hartman that had
to be replaced last season. A.T. Perry had declared for the draft and only five
returning starters came back on defense. The result was that Wake Forest
finished with their worst record since 2015 and they won just one game in the
ACC. The precipitous fall begs a question: was the 2021 season, which
included 11 wins and a trip to the ACC Championship, the peak of the Demon
Deacon’s powers? Or can they bounce back and once again become a
perennial bowl team like they were from 2016-2022 (the longest bowl streak
in program history)?

The answer for this season depends heavily on what the offense looks like.
Wake Forest is another season removed from Hartman and Perry’s departures
and injuries were partly to blame for the troubles that faced the Demon
Deacons. Wake Forest has started fast in seasons prior and they’ll need to take
advantage of four straight home games if they want to get back to a bowl.
Clawson has been a proven winner here and he typically overachieves.

OFFENSE

It was a given that the offense was going to take a step back without Sam
Hartman but that step was a lot bigger than most people anticipated. Injuries
and inconsistencies plagued the quarterback position and three quarterbacks
combined for 14 touchdowns and 11 interceptions while throwing for only
197.3 yards per game (312 yards the prior season). The strong run game that
complemented Hartman’s arm also disapapted and the Demon Deacons ran
the ball at just a 3.1 yards per carry clip.

The good news is that there’s really nowhere to go but up offensively. Wake
Forest brings in quarterback Hank Bachmeier from Louisiana Tech who will
battle with Michael Kern, who provided the best quarterback play of the
three used by the Demon Deacons last season. Bachemeier has had an up and
down career at Boise State and then Louisiana Tech last season but he’s
compiled 8,544 career yards over five seasons and he’s obviously the more
experienced option, although not at the Power 4 level.

Wake Forest must retool the receiver room. Three of the top four pass catchers
are gone, leaving Taylor Morin as the likely top target. He’s been with the
program since 2020 and with a performance similar to his 617 yard season in
2023, he’ll flirt with finishing his Demon Deacon career with the most yards
of any receiver in program history. Donavon Greene has battled injuries in
his career but when healthy, he has top-notch speed and excellent footwork.
The rest of the room could be a work in progress. Demond Clairborne
returns after leading the Demon Deacons with 586 yards on the ground.

The offensive line had the worst performance of any ACC team, allowing 49
sacks. Injuries played a role, but there were far too many inconsistencies
across the board. DeVonte Gordon was a third-team All-ACC performer in
2022 and could slide from right tackle to left tackle this season.

DEFENSE

Despite the struggles on offense, the defense managed to actually improve
their numbers slightly. Wake Forest continues what is now a four year trend of
small improvements in scoring defense and total defense. Could they make it
five years with a group that includes seven returning starters? The answer
might depend on how well an unproven secondary can play this season. Evan
Slocum returns at safety, but otherwise Wake Forest will be establishing new
faces in starting roles. Corner Capone Blue actually started his collegiate
career in 2018 with Kent State and he’ll play for Wake Forest in what is now
his seventh season, his second as a probable starter.

The defensive front is where the Demon Deacons could hang their hat in
2024. The defensive line returns all four starters who are all seniors. That
includes Jasheen Davis whose 7.5 sacks and 17 tackles for loss earned him
second-team All-ACC honors last season. The linebackers are led by the
team’s top tackler Dylan Hazen (86 tackles) but may be reliant on transfers
from lower levels (FCS and Division II) for depth.

Winston-Salem, NC

FBS Ranking

Can Demon Deacons
return to winning ways
after rare down season?

HC: Dave Clawson
(11th Year, 63-61)

OC: Warren Ruggiero
(11th Year)

DC: Brad Lambert
(3rd Year)

2024 Class Rankings
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2023 Results (4-8)

Elon (W 37-17)
Vanderbilt (W 36-20)

@ Old Dominion (W 27-24)
Georgia Tech (L 16-30)
@ Clemson (L 12-17)

@ Virginia Tech (L 13-30)
Pittsburgh (W 21-17)
Florida State (L 16-41)

@ Duke (L 21-24)

NC State (L 6-26)

@ Notre Dame (L 7-45)
@ Syracuse (L 31-35)

WAKE FOREST
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Player Spotlight
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DYLAN HAZEN - LB

Hazen wasn’t necessarily tagged as the
prohibitive favorite to lead his team in tackles

' before the start of the 2023 season, but when the
dust settled he had 86 tackles and 8.5 tackles for
loss. His best game came against North Carolina
State when he recorded a career-high 14 tackles,
two of which were for loss. The linebacker group
is otherwise inexperienced which means Hazen’s
leadership will be all the more valuable.
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SPECIAL TEAMS

Matthew Dennis made 14 of 20 kicks which included four misses inside 40 yards. However,
he made 12 of 14 kicks in 2022 as a freshman. Ivan Mora returns at punter and there’s room
for improvement with a 41.5 average last season. Running back Demond Claiborne took a
kickoff return 96 yards for a touchdown against Virginia Tech.

THE BOTTOM LINE

A lot went wrong last season for Wake Forest, both in terms of execution and injury luck.
While injuries can’t be predicted, the execution should be better in 2024. If Bachmeier or
Kern can provide the Demon Deacons with steady quarterback play (which is dependent on
better offensive line play), the offense will avoid repeating last year’s misery. Expecting Wake
Forest to return to Sam Hartman-like numbers probably isn’t realistic, but expecting them to
have an offense capable of keeping them in nearly every game they play is, especially if the
defense continues their progression under defensive coordinator Brad Lambert.

The conference schedule is about the middle of the road in terms of difficulty but there are
several games in which Wake Forest will be touchdown favorites, which occurred only three
times last season. Realistically, the potential of this team probably maxes out around six or
seven games, but that’s enough to make a bowl game and it might be enough for the Demon
Deacons to pull an upset over one of the top dogs in the conference.
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DONAVON GREENE - WR

Greene’s career has unfortunately been
interrupted with a season ending injury twice. In
2021, he tore his ACL and another knee injury
surfaced in 2023 which cost him the entire
season. However, when he’s on the field, he’s
dynamic. He’s fearless over the middle and he
has strong hands that helped him record a
career-best 642 yards in 2022 which included a
remarkable 17.4 yard average.
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Allegacy Stadium (31,500)

Appointment Televi

VS.

Saturday, November 30

The Tobacco Road rivalry returns to Winston-Salem for the first
time since 2021 when the Demon Deacons cruised to a 45-7
victory. Since then, Wake Forest has been on the wrong end of a
three-point loss. Dave Clawson is 4-5 in the rivalry but this will be
the first time he goes up against Manny Diaz. Will Wake Forest
need this win to reach a bowl game? Or will this game be purely
about the bragging rights in the rivalry?

2024 Projection

6-6

11th in ACC

Offense Defense
Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank
Points 20.3 13 Points 27.0 70
Rushing 130.4 9% Rushing 154.3 73
Passing 197.3 98 Passing 2323 77
Total 327.8 102 Total 386.7 74
Sacks 49 128 Sacks 23 T-82
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