
F 

2023 Results (5-7)


@ Michigan State (L 7-31)

New Hampshire (W 45-42) 
@ Notre Dame (L 17-41)

@ South Alabama (W 34-30) 
E. Michigan (W 26-23) 
@ Buffalo (L 13-37)

Akron (W 17-10) 
@ Ball State (L 17-24)

No. Illinois (W 37-31) 
@ W. Michigan (L 28-38)

@ Ohio (L 20-34)

Toledo (L 17-32)
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CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHIPPEWAS
2023 Record: 5-7	 	 Mid-American Conference	 	 Mt. Pleasant, MI

2024 CMU Schedule

1 Thu, Aug 29 vs. C. Conn St.

2 Sat, Sept 7 @ Florida Intl

3 Sat, Sept 14 @ Illinois

4 Sat, Sept 21 vs. Ball State

5 Sat, Sept 28 vs. San Diego St.

7 Sat, Oct 12 vs. Ohio

8 Sat, Oct 19 @ E. Michigan

9 Sat, Oct 26 @ Miami (OH)

11 Tue, Nov 5 vs. Bowling Green

12 Tue, Nov 12 @ Toledo

13 Tue, Nov 19 vs. W. Michigan

14 Sat, Nov 30 @ No. Illinois

Home Away

Wk

FBS Ranking

108

CENTRAL MICHIGAN WIN TREND

Key Games

vs. San Diego State: The Aztecs will make the 
2,000+ mile journey to meet up with the 
Chippewas. The only previous matchup occurred 
in the 2019 New Mexico Bowl, a game that SDSU 
won handily 48-11.

@ Eastern Michigan: Step 1 of claiming the 
Michigan MAC trophy is to take down the Eagles 
in Ypsilanti. The Eagles cruised to a 38-19 victory 
in the 2022 season finale but the Chips have 
largely dominated the series.

vs. Western Michigan: Step 2? Take down the 
Broncos. That’s been a tall task with WMU 
winning five of the last six but the last two games 
have been decided by a combined 12 points.


2024 Class Rankings

Via 24/7 Sports

Recruiting

107


Transfer Portal

131

Nothing seemed to come easy for the Chippewas in 2023. They had to hit the 
road seven times and they had to claw for each and every win, not winning by 
more than six points in any of their five victories. CMU knocked off rival 
Eastern Michigan but couldn’t get past Western Michigan on the road and 
couldn’t find away to claim the all-important sixth victory in the final three 
weeks of the season to reach a bowl game.


There’s hope that 2024 will be kinder to Jim McElwain’s program. For one, 
Central Michigan plays only one “Power 4” opponent and they have an equal 
number of home and away games. There’s a plethora of returning production 
on offense and the defense brings back a number of starters, too. A bowl game 
and the Michigan MAC trophy are both realistic goals for this season.


OFFENSE


The quarterback position is probably the biggest question on the Chippewa 
offense. Last season, Bert Emanuel began the season as the starter but was 
replaced by Jase Bauer. Emmanuel still saw action in a handful of games but 
primarily as a runner. In fact, he ended the season with 63 rushing attempts 
compared to just 37 pass attempts. Central Michigan brought in Joey Labas 
from Iowa. His lone appearance for the Hawkeyes over the last two seasons 
came in a bowl victory he started against Kentucky. He completed 14 of 24 
passes for 139 yards and a touchdown in the Music City Bowl.


Whoever wins the starting job will have several experienced weapons to 
utilize. Marion Lukes is back at running back after a strong 2023 campaign. 
He’s a versatile athlete who can do damage on the ground, as a receiver, and 
as a kick returner. Myles Bailey chipped in 476 yards and 3 touchdowns on 
the ground. 


At receiver, the top five pass catchers all return (including Lukes and Bailey). 
Tyson Davis was the leader of the group from a yardage standpoint and Jesse 
Prewitt and Chriss Parker weren’t far behind. The Chippewas add 
Valparaiso transfer Solomon Davis to the mix after two strong seasons at the 
FCS level. They’ll need a tight end option to emerge following the departure 
of Mitchel Collier (3 touchdowns), but the passing game could be in the best 
shape it’s been since the nine-win 2021 season.


The offensive line brings back a few members who made all 12 starts 
including Brayden Swartout, Davis Heinzen, and Dominic Serapiglia. 
Swartout earned All-MAC Second Team honors at tackle and if all goes well 
there will be more award-getters in 2024.


 DEFENSE


The defense brings back six returning starters including four of the top six 
tacklers, but that’s no guarantee of success. There were actually more 
returning starters last year, but the defense struggled and allowed 31.1 points 
per game. There were issues across the board from blown coverages to poor 
tackling (FCS opponent New Hampshire put up 42 against the Chippewas). 


An area that Central Michigan will look to address immediately is their 
strength up front. They registered only 20 sacks as a team and MAC 
opponents ran the ball down their throat towards the end of the season. Jason 
Williams is a 300-pound tackle who collected 36 tackles last season and has 
appeared in 30+ games for the Chippewas. Michael Heldman started six 
games and led the team with ten quarterback hits and he’s the leading 
returning sack creator. 


Linebackers Justin Whiteside, Dokata Cochran, and Donte Kent combined 
for 162 tackles and there is depth at their position. The secondary will need to 
replace the team’s leading tackler Trey Jones. Depth at corner is something to 
keep an eye on. There are multiple options at safety including Caleb Spann 
and Elijah Rikard and that unit adds Iowa transfer Brenden Deasfernandes 
from Iowa.


The good news is that there is a nice runway of games at the beginning of the 
year for the defense to find its footing. Central Connecticut State hails from 
the FCS, Florida International possessed a bottom-20 offense in the FBS, and 
the offensive efforts from Ball State and San Diego State were equally as 
futile. Three of those games are at home.

BRAYDEN SWARTOUT - OT
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Can the Chips fire up a 
bowl appearance for the 

first time in three 
seasons?

HC: Jim McElwain

(6th Year, 29-28)


DC: Robb Akey

(6th Year)
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SPECIAL TEAMS


Kicker Tristan Mattson’s 2023 performance was as mixed bag. On one hand, he connected 
on only 50% of his field goal attempts and missed two extra points. On the other hand, he 
thumped a 58-yard field goal through the uprights against Akron (a school record). If he can 
improve his accuracy, he’ll give the Chippewas a real weapon. Speaking of weapons, Marion 
Lukes was arguably the best special teams player in the MAC. He returned a kickoff for a 
touchdown against New Hampshire and would have had his third career TD return against 
Eastern Michigan if not for a hold. 


THE BOTTOM LINE


Although the non-conference schedule is manageable, the conference slate does the 
Chippewas no favors. Central Michigan faces all five teams at the top of our projected MAC 
standings and four of those contests occur in the last six weeks of the season (three of those 
games on the road). The Chippewas were 4-3 heading into the final five weeks of the season 
in 2023 and preceded to finish 1-4 and they must avoid a similar fate in 2024.


The passing offense should be much improved with improved quarterback play and returning 
experience at the running back and wide receiver positions. Expect the defense to take small 
improvements, too. While the prediction below shows that Central Michigan will repeat a 5-7 
record, a bowl game is absolutely in reach and any other result would likely feel like a major 
disappointment.
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MARION LUKES - RB

Few players in the MAC did as much for their 
teams as Lukes did for Central Michigan in 2023. 
He led the team in rushing with 737 yards (at a 
respectable 5.1 yards per carry clip), caught 29 
passes for 300 yards, and was an ever-present 
danger in the kick return game. He housed a 
kickoff return against New Hampshire and 
finished second in the conference with 581 kick 
return yards. What’s in store for 2024?
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2024 Projection


5-7

7th in MAC

Player Spotlight

Trophy Case

x0 x0 X7

Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,255)

2023 Stats: 144 RUSH, 737 YDS, 5 TDS

MICHAEL HELDMAN - DE

Sacks were hard to come by for the Chips in 
2023 and they need a candidate to jump start the 
productivity of the defensive line. Heldman could 
be that missing piece and he’s also the most 
experienced end on the roster. He’s contributed 
2.5 sacks and a forced fumble in both 2022 and 
2023 and he will likely need to be more 
productive to cover the losses of two starting 
tackles. 

2023 Stats: 22 TKL, 4.5 TFL, 2.5 SACK

Appointment Television

vs.

Tuesday, November 19
These two rivals played for the Michigan MAC trophy in 2023 
and Western Michigan took home the hardware with a 38-28 
victory. The Chips actually held the advantage for much of the 
game including a 10-point lead in the fourth, but they 
surrendered the advantage after losing a fumble and giving up 
multiple big plays. This will be a Tuesday #MACtion game worth 
tuning in to (as if there are any other kind).
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2023 Statistics
Offense Defense

Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank
Points 23.2 95 Points 31.1 104

Rushing 159.4 62 Rushing 159.8 83

Passing 184.7 107 Passing 247.3 102

Total 344.1 96 Total 407.1 98

Sacks 26 T-74 Sacks 20 T-106
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