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2023 Record: 4-8

2024 Ball State Schedule

Wk
Sat, Sept7

Sat, Sept 14
Sat, Sept 21
Sat, Sept 28
Sat,Oct 5
Sat, Oct 12
Sat, Oct 19
Sat, Oct 26
Tue, Nov 5
Tue, Nov12
Sat, Nov 23
Fri, Nov 29

I Home

vs. Missouri State
@ Miami (FL)

@ C. Michigan

@ James Madison
vs. W. Michigan
@ Kent State
(ONELLE

vs. No. lllinois

vs. Miami (OH)

@ Buffalo

vs. Bowling Green

@ Ohio

Il Away

Key Games
@ Central Michigan: A Week 4 conference

game is also the second part of a three-week road

trip. The Cardinals have won this matchup the
past two seasons by a combined 8 points.

@ Vanderbilt: Five road games in six weeks is
no easy task and neither is concluding the road

trip against an SEC opponent. However, if there is

an SEC team that could be toppled, it’s
Vanderbilt. Could the Cardinals spring a big

upset?

vs. Miami (OH): The Cardinals have been on
the wrong end of two very close, defensive-
minded battles in the past two seasons. Neu is
just 1-7 against Martin and the RedHawks.
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BALL STATE CARDINALS

Mid-American Conference

In many ways, the Ball State Cardinals are still searching for the magic of the
2020 season which featured a 7-1 record and a MAC Championship. Outside
of that season, the only year in which Mike Neu’s program has reached the
postseason is 2021 where they were soundly defeated by Georgia State in the
Camelia Bowl 51-20.

Neu’s challenge in 2024 is to jump start an offense that was ranked one of the
worst in the FBS and to fill the gaps left by the departure of nearly every
defensive starter. The good news is that the Cardinals avoid a non-conference
gauntlet like the one they faced last year which featured road trips to
Kentucky and Georgia to begin the year. They do still make three non-
conference road trips but the schedule is more manageable.

OFFENSE

The offense had its worst performance since the 2-10 season of 2017. The
quarterback position was a bit of a revolving door. Layne Hatcher, Kadin
Semonza and Kiael Kelly all earned starts in 2023 with Kelly receiving the
majority of the playing time. Kelly proved to be a dynamic runner but he
completed just 53.2% of his passes and the Cardinals turned to the run game
almost exclusively in the back half of the season. Kelly actually changed his
position to cornerback this season which leaves the starting job in the hands of
Semonza. As a freshman, he did throw more interceptions than touchdowns
but he completed 61% of his passes and he showed his ability even against
two staunch SEC defenses. With Semonza at quarterback, the offense should
be much more balanced after just 136.6 passing yards per game last season.

Completing passes to wide receivers was a challenge for Ball State last
season. The good news is that they bring back leading receiver Qian
Magwood and he should improve upon 41 catches and 358 yards. The offense
will again feature one of the top tight ends in the conference in Tanner
Koziol. He caught 34 passes for 295 yards and had three of the team’s 11
receiving touchdowns. The Cardinals brought in a handful of transfers to help
the receiving unit including Justin Bowick who recorded 459 yards and 5
touchdowns for Eastern Illinois last season.

The Cardinals are tasked with the unenviable task of replacing both Marquez
Cooper (1,043 yards) and Kelly (724 yards) in the run game. Vaughn
Pemberton and Charlie Spegal bring returning production back at the
running back position (but only 141 and 72 yards, respectively). Braedon
Sloan could be the featured back after posting back-to-back 600+ yard
seasons with Eastern Kentucky including a 150-yard, 2-touchdown
performance in the season finale. It’s very possible Ball State goes with the
running-back-by-committee strategy until a frontrunner emerges. The
offensive line is experienced led by center Ethan Crowe and tackle Damon
Kaylor.

DEFENSE

The Cardinals hung their hat on defense last season. That side of the ball
flourished and was perhaps the best unit Mike Neu has had in his eight
seasons in Muncie. Unfortunately, the consequences of success for Ball State
including replacing DC Tyler Stockton (now at Boise State) and replacing all
but one starter on the defense. Thankfully, that one starter is Keynote
Newson, the leading tackler on the team in 2023. He was productive from his
linebacker position with 81 tackles and he can get after the quarterback, too.

After being a source of major strength, the front four is now a major question.
Experience is lacking and the experience that is available might come in the
form of two Division II transfers Riley Tolsma and Justin Thomas. The
linebacker corps is in a similar situation with the obvious exception of
Newson.

The secondary includes safeties Thailand Baldwin and Jordan Coleman
who weren’t full time starters but do bring back the second- and third-most
returning tackles, respectively. Kiael Kelly makes the rare move from starting
quarterback to cornerback and head coach Mike Neu is confident that Kelly
will thrive in his new position and he could even be a starter in the defensive
backfield to begin 2024. The last time Ball State had four or fewer returning
starters, they allowed 40.7 points in 2017.

Muncie, IN

Is bowl contention still in
the cards for the Cards
this season?

HC: Mike Neu
(9th Year, 37-56)

OC: Jared Elliott
(2nd Year)

DC: Jeff Knowles
(1st Year)

FBS Ranking

2024 Class Rankings

Recruiting
13

Transfer Portal

13
Via 24/7 Sports
BALL STATE WIN TREND
19
I20*
21
'22
'23
5 10 15
2023 Results (4-8)

@ Kentucky (L 14-44)

@ Georgia (L 3-45)
Indiana State (W 45-7)
Georgia Southern (L 3-40)
@ W. Michigan (L 24-42)
@ E. Michigan (L 10-24)
Toledo (L 6-13)

C. Michigan (W 24-17)

@ Bowling Green (L 21-24)
@ No. lllinois (W 20-17)
Kent State (W 34-3)
Miami (OH) (L 15-17)

BALL

STATE

5thandGoalSports.com



Photo via Ball State Athletics

KIAEL RELLY - CB

After exploring the transfer portal, Kelly is back at
Ball State. Except, this time, Kelly will join the
defense after starting six games at quarterback
for the Cardinals. He possesses blazing speed
that helped him rush for 724 yards and 7
touchdowns and the coaching staff is hopeful his
athletic abilities help him transition seamlessly to
one of the most difficult positions in the game. He
may even be utilized in the kick return game.

Photo via Ball State Athletics

SPECIAL TEAMS

Place kicker Jackson Courville returns after connecting on 15 of 21 field goals as a
freshman. Four of those six misses were on attempts of 50 yards or longer and he posted a
respectable mark of 3/4 from 40-49 yards including a 48-yarder against Kent State and a game
winner against Northern Illinois. Wide receiver Qian Magwood handled punt return duties and
it’s possible Kiael Kelly also factors into the return game.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Ball State doesn’t begin their season until September 7 and when they do, they’ll be on the
road five times in a span of just six weeks. Whether or not they can make a bowl game for the
first time since 2021 likely comes down to how they can navigate the challenges of that road
trip. A 3-3 record on the road trip (plus a win in the season opener against FCS Missouri
State) would be a major success.

Kadin Semonza and the offense will need to find their rhythm quickly while the defense finds
their footing. The defense really stepped up in MAC play last year, allowing 20 points or
more only three times in the eight conference matchups. However, will the defense be able to
come through in MAC play this season with so many new, inexperienced players playing in
significant roles? Unfortunately, it’s quite possible that Ball State continues the trend of
winning one fewer game than the season prior for the fourth straight year.

Player Spotlight
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KADIN SEMONZA - QB

Semonza battled two teammates for the starting
quarterback role in 2023 and the position is now
his in 2024. His best game of the season was in
the season opener against Kentucky when he
completed 15 of 21 passes for 165 yards and a
touchdown. He struggled with interceptions in
Iosses to Georgia and Georgia Southern but the
experienced gained as a freshman (all while still
‘ redshirting) should prove to be invaluable.

2023 Stats: 61% COMP, 480 YDS, 3 TD, 5 INT
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Scheumann Stadium (22,500)

Appointment Television

Tuesday, November 5

Ball State has lost four straight in the “Red Bird Rivalry” with all
four defeats coming by a touchdown or less. The last time the
two teams faced off in Muncie, Miami put together a double-digit
comeback in the fourth quarter to knockout Ball State out of
bowl contention. Although these two teams won’t meet on the
last week of the season, that doesn’t mean the Cardinals are any
less eager to take down the defending MAC Champs.

2024 Projection

3-9

11th in MAC

Offense Defense
Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank
Points 18.3 19 Points 24.4 53
Rushing 171.5 52 Rushing 111.6 14
Passing 136.6 125 Passing 204.3 33
Total 308.1 19 Total 315.8 17
Sacks 26 T-74 Sacks 25 T-67
Trophy Case
cmmS
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1989 1993
1996 2020
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