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2023 Results (2-10)


@ Temple (L 21-24)

Morgan State (W 24-21) 
@ Kentucky (L 3-35)

@ Indiana (L 27-29 4OT)

Buffalo (L 10-13 (OT)

Northern Illinois (L 14-55)

@ Central Michigan (L 10-17)

@ Bowling Green (L 14-41)

Kent State (W 31-27) 
@ Miami (OH) (l 0-19)

@ E. Michigan (L 27-30 2OT)

Ohio (L 14-25)
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AKRON ZIPS
2023 Record: 2-10	 	 Mid-American Conference	 	 Akron, OH

2024 Akron Schedule

1 Sat, Aug 31 @ Ohio State

2 Sat, Sept 7 @ Rutgers

3 Sat, Sept 14 vs. Colgate

4 Sat, Sept 21 @ South Carolina

5 Sat, Sept 28 @ Ohio

6 Sat, Oct 5 vs. Bowling Green

7 Sat, Oct 12 @ W. Michigan

9 Sat, Oct 26 vs. E. Michigan

10 Sat, Nov 2 vs. Buffalo

12 Wed, Nov 13 @ No. Illinois

13 Tue, Nov 19 @ Kent State

14 Tue, Nov 26 vs. Toledo

Home Away

Wk

FBS Ranking

126

AKRON WIN TREND

Key Games

vs. Colgate: Akron’s September schedule is 
brutal which makes the home opener against 
Colgate a must-win. Otherwise, the Zips are 
probably staring an 0-5 reality in the face.

vs. Eastern Michigan: Akron lost a heartbreak 
to the Eagles in double overtime from Ypsilanti. 
Can they return the favor and snap a four-game 
losing streak that dates back to 2018?

@ Kent State: Without question, the highlight of 
the 2023 season was a victory at home in the 
Wagon Wheel rivalry to snap a four-game losing 
streak to their bitter rivals. Kent State wriggled out 
of a double-digit deficit the last time these two 
programs met at Dix.


2024 Class Rankings

Via 24/7 Sports

Recruiting

101


Transfer Portal

96

The Akron Zips are, unfortunately, still stuck in their holding pattern of two or 
fewer wins in a season. That pattern has included three straight 2-10 
campaigns and the Zips are now just 7-47 over the last five seasons. Can Joe 
Moorhead and staff finally break through in 2024?


They weren’t actually that far away from escaping the MAC basement last 
season. A heartbreaking quadruple-overtime loss to Indiana was a painful sign 
of things to come in 2023. The Zips also dropped overtime games against 
Buffalo and Eastern Michigan and lost one-possession games to Temple and 
Central Michigan. Veteran quarterback DJ Irons was lost to injury for the 
season in early October. A lot went wrong in 2023, can fortunes reverse in 
2024?


OFFENSE


In the last six years, Akron has averaged 20 points or more only once (2022). 
The Zips simply must find a way to generate more offense and they’re hoping 
transfer quarterback Ben Finley will help jumpstart that side of the ball. 
Finley has spent four years (three at NC State and one at Cal) at the Power 5 
level, but primarily as a backup.


Will Akron be able to surround Finley with enough weapons? That’s a major 
question considering the vast majority of both running and receiving 
production is gone. The first piece of the puzzle is identifying a consistent 
option in the run game after three of the top five rushers in 2023 were 
quarterbacks (including backup Tahj Bullock). DJ Irons ran for 215 yards and 
was the second-leading rusher despite playing in only five games and Bullock 
is the only returner who registered rushing yards for Akron last season. In a 
small sample size, Finley has never been a major running threat at 
quarterback, so OC Reno Ferri needs some reliable running backs.


The Zips turned to the portal and brought in a pair of former Big Ten running 
backs in Jordon Simmons and Marquese Williams. Williams redshirted for 
Minnesota last year and will make his collegiate debut while Simmons has 
seen only spot duty at Michigan State including just seven carries in 2023.


A lower body injury limited the otherwise explosive Alex Adams in 2023. 
After a breakout season in 2022 which featured 855 yards, 63 catches, 9 
touchdowns, and a spot on the first All-MAC team, Adams was held to just 
188 yards in 2024. If he’s can stay healthy, he’s Akron’s WR1 and one of the 
best wideouts the MAC has to offer. Jacob Newell is still technically just a 
sophomore after transferring from Arizona State last season and he registered 
13 catches for 124 yards and a touchdown from his tight end position. Outside 
of Adams, Newell, and a handful of catches from Bobby Golden and Adrian 
Norton, there is a noticeable absence of returning receiving production.


Akron quarterbacks were running for their lives last season and Moorhead and 
company dove into the transfer portal searching for a remedy. They produced 
former Power 5 lineman Laurance Seymour Jr., Da’Quan Thomas, and 
Dayne Shor to pair with returning center Tyler Williams as well as Keylen 
Davis. The 2024 O-line should be improved and the rushing and sack 
numbers should improve.


 DEFENSE


The Akron defense largely held its own especially considering the frequent 
futility of the offense. Unlike the offense which returns only three starters, 
several familiar faces are back on defense including the top four tacklers from 
the 2023 campaign.


CJ Nunnally was the most productive player on the line in terms of both 
sacks and tackles for loss and the former JUCO transfer was well deserving of 
a first-team All-MAC tabbing. Bennett Adler and Lama Lavea both return 
on the line in Tim Tibesar’s 3-4 nickel scheme. Tibesar’s expertise is 
linebackers dating back to his time with the Chicago Bears so it’s no surprise 
that the linebacking group is perhaps the strength of the defensive unit. 
Antavious Fish and Bryan McCoy both flirted with 100-tackle seasons and 
the latter was named to the third-All-MAC team. 


The secondary lacks experience, but the hope is that the front seven can wreak 
havoc while the back end of the defense, largely made up of transfers, gels as 
the season moves along. Devonte Golden-Nelson registered a pair of 
interceptions last season.

ALEX ADAMS - WR

Photo via Lexington Herald Leader

Can Akron push past 
two-win plateau in 
Moorhead’s third 

season?

HC: Joe Moorhead

(3rd Year, 4-20)


OC: Reno Ferri

(3rd Year)


DC: Tim Tibesar

(3rd Year)
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SPECIAL TEAMS


Field goal kicking was a bit of adventure last season and the Zips ultimately utilized three 
different kickers. The trio went a combined 1-7 from 40+ and the longest kick of the season 
was courtesy of Noah Perez at exactly 40 yards. A blocked field goal doomed the Zips in 
overtime against Buffalo. Akron portaled in Garrison Smith who connected for 80% of his 
attempts at FCS McNeese including a 50-yarder. Another transfer option, John McConnell, 
will battle incumbent Dante Jackson for the punting duties. Upgrading special teams in 2024 
could very well be the difference in several games on the 2024 schedule, especially in MAC 
play.


THE BOTTOM LINE


The Zips will have to capitalize on their opportunities to win games in the MAC. They must 
be better in one-score games, too. The non-conference schedule does them absolutely no 
favors with road trips to Ohio State, Rutgers, and South Carolina all within the first four 
weeks of the season. Their home opener against Colgate is imperative (three of the six wins 
over the last three seasons have come against FCS opponents). Akron does avoid defending 
MAC champion Miami but faces conference heavyweights Bowling Green, Northern Illinois, 
and Toledo. The Zips need to capitalize on games at InfoCision and can they steal a road 
victory or two after just two away victories in the last 27 attempts? This season will still be 
challenge, but Akron should be improved from 2023.

‘]k

CJ NUNNALLY IV - RUSH

Nunnally was one of the most effective pash 
rushers in the MAC last season and contributed 
8.5 sacks towards the team’s total of 23 in 2023. 
That tally included two multi-sack games against 
Morgan State and Buffalo. After a total of 15.5 
tackles for loss, Nunnally was appropriately 
named to the All-MAC First Team and he’s an 
obvious focal point of the defense entering his 
final collegiate season.
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2024 Projection


3-9

10th in MAC

Player Spotlight

Trophy Case

x0 x0 x1

InfoCision Stadium (30,000)

2023 Stats: 65 TKL, 15.5 TFL, 8.5 SACK, 1 FF

BRYAN MCCOY - LB

McCoy earned the starting linebacker role as a 
freshman and he made the most of his 
opportunity. He led the team with 95 tackles and 
would have likely reached the century mark if not 
for a season-low one tackle against Ohio. He 
saved the day against Morgan State when he 
took a fumble back for a game-winning 
touchdown over the Bears. McCoy and teammate 
Antavious Fish make up a strong linebacker pair.

2023 Stats: 95 TKL, 6 TFL, 1 SACK, 1 FF

Appointment Television

vs.

Tuesday, November 19
The Wagon Wheel Trophy is the most sought prize every season 
for both Akron and Kent State and the nation will get to watch 
these two programs battle in some Tuesday night #MACtion. 
Akron snapped a four-game losing streak in the rivalry and will 
look to build a win streak of their own (like the one they had from 
2015 to 2018). For two programs looking to escape long 
rebuilds, this game means everything.

Photo via Ohio Football Stadiums
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2023 Statistics
Offense Defense

Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank
Points 16.3 127 Points 28.0 T-78

Rushing 81.0 128 Rushing 147.8 56

Passing 197.6 97 Passing 187.3 22

Total 278.6 126 Total 335.0 31

Sacks 46 T-124 Sacks 23 T-82
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