LOUISIANA TECH BULLDOGS

Conference USA

LOUISIANA TECH BIO

National Championships - 0

X

X0 XO

C-USA Championships: 0

Location: Ruston, LA
All-Time Record: 251-236-7
2022 Results: 3-9

Head Coach: Sonny Cumbie
2nd Year (3-9)

5-YEAR WIN TREND

15

10
Baa

2018 2019 2020* 2021 2022

Can Bulldogs Get Back to Bowling Annually?

Fans in Ruston have watched as “feast” has turned into “famine” over the past three seasons.
After six straight bowl appearances led by then head coach Skip Holtz, including a 10-win 2019
campaign, the Bulldogs scuffled to just a 5-5 record in 2020 and when Holtz’ 2021 team went just 3-9 he
was let go. Longtime TCU offensive coordinator Sonny Cumbie was ushered in as the new head man
and last year was a rebuilding one to say the least. Louisiana Tech again posted a 3-9 record in his first
season and fans watched in dismay as opponents ran the ball down the throats of the Bulldog defense
to the tune of nearly 250 yards per game which ranked second worst of all 131 FBS programs. If this
program wants to get back to bowl contention on a regular basis like they were accustomed to under
Holtz improvement on the defense will be critical.

On one hand, there are only four starters returning from last year’s defense which requires
defensive coordinator Scott Power to identify and develop players who are capable of making an impact
defensively. On the other hand, last year’s defensive efforts were often futile (the Bulldogs allowed 37.9
points per game) so perhaps the near-restart will actually prove to be a good thing. Hugh Davis was the
most productive member of the bunch and returns his team-leading 76 tackles. With virtually no
returning players at linebacker outside of Davis, the Bulldogs pulled a couple options out of the portal
including Berlin Randle from Stephen F. Austin.

Myles Heard is another former Lumberjack and should start at safety along side Cecil
Singleton. Willie Roberts was an honorable mention All-Conference-USA member last season at corner
with four interceptions including a pick six that aided the Bulldogs’ win over Middle Tennessee. Houston
transfer Demarcus Griffin-Taylor and Cedric Woods round out the secondary. Deshon Hall is the
leader on the line and enters 2013 with 27 career starts with the Bulldogs. He'll be looking to get back to
his 2021 production where he had 45 tackles and 2.5 sacks, both career highs.

The Louisiana Tech offense hit a three-year high with 29.0 points per game despite rotating
through four different quarterbacks due to various injuries. At one point walk-on Jack Turner was thrust
into the starting role and he’s the only one of the four who return. However, Louisiana Tech grabbed
former Boise State starter Hank Bachmeier out of the portal. If Bachmeier can realize his potential as
demonstrated in the 2021 season, he’ll provide an upgrade. Last year did not go to plan as an injury
knocked him out of the opener against Oregon State and an underwhelming 13 for 34 showing in a loss
to UTEP cost him the starting job the rest of the season.

Marcus Crosby led the way in the run game with 918 yards and 9 touchdowns and both he
and Charles Thronton (464 yards) return. The Bulldogs also added Miami transfer Tyre Shelton who has
played in a couple dozen games for the RedHawks and scored a touchdown against Kentucky last
season. All in all, the running back room is a key strength even for a team that uses a pass-focused
offensive scheme. Wide receiver Tre Harris transferred to Oklahoma after nearly reaching 1,000 yards in
2022. Smoke Harris added 640 yards on a team-best 66 catches and Cyrus Allen was the big play
threat with 500 yards and an outstanding 22.7 yards per catch! Decoldest Crawford will quickly become
a fan favorite in Ruston after transferring in from Nebraska. Even without Tre Harris, the passing game
should still be strong so long as Bachmeier and the weapons stay healthy.

The Bottom Line: If Louisiana Tech wants to get back to a bowl game, they’ll have to survive some
tests in the first half of the season and take advantage of several winnable games in the second half of
the season. The non-conference features two challenging road trips to SMU and Nebraska. The Bulldogs
must go on the road against UTEP and Liberty but does get Western Kentucky at home and they end the
season against the two new FBS schools Sam Houston and Jacksonville State. Turning around the
defense is priority one for Sonny Cumbie if he wants to hit that coveted six-win mark. If Bachmeier and
the offense get into a good rhythm and the defense does show marked improvement this could become
a dangerous team.

Projection: 6-6 (5th in Conference USA)
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2023 Louisiana Tech Schedule

Week Date Team

A

0 Sat, Aug 26 vs. Florida Intl

1 Sat, Sept?2 é‘;’; @ SMU
2 Sat, Sept9 .. 4 vs. NW State

3 Sat, Sept 16 ifi.{

2l
2
A
& @ Mid Tennessee

8 Bye Week

vs. North Texas
4 Sat, Sept 23 @ Nebraska
5 Fri, Sept 29 @ UTEP
6 Thu, Oct 5 vs. W. Kentucky

7 Tue, Oct 10

9 Tue, Oct 24

vs. N. Mexico St.

10 Sat, Nov 4 @ Liberty

11 Sat, Nov 11 i& vs. Sam Houston

& @ Jacksonville St

13 Bye Week

Conference Games in Bold

KEY GAMES

Sat, Sept 16: vs. North Texas - The Bulldogs are
intimately familiar with the Mean Green but this game
is now a non-conference game due to UNT’s
departure to the American. Louisiana Tech had won 7
of the last 8 before last year’s 47-27 defeat.

Thu, Oct 5: vs. Western Kentucky - The Bulldogs
welcome in the prohibitive favorites in Conference
USA on a Thursday night. The defense will need to
play their best game of the season to pull off a big
upset.

Sat, Oct 24: vs. New Mexico State - The Bulldogs
enter on a 6-game win streak against the Aggies but
haven’t faced New Mexico State since their days
together in the WAC.

12 Sat, Nov 18

KEY PLAYERS

Hank Bachmeier - QB

Bachmeier has thrown for over 6,000 yards and 40
touchdowns in his four years with the Boise State
Broncos and wants to recreate the magic of his

2021 season that included 3,000+ yards and 20

touchdowns. He was also instrumental in Boise’s

12-win 2019 season and brings in all of that

‘ {“ experience to Louisiana Tech. There are
)

good weapons around him and if he can
stay healthy and improve his accuracy, he’s
poised for an excellent season.
Marquis Crosby - RB
Crosby was one of the conference’s best freshman
last season after an impressive 918 rushing yard

with three 100+ games in his final five and
he’ll be one of C-USA’s best again.

2022 RESULTS
(3-9)

@ Missouri (L 24-52)
Stephen F. Austin (W 52-17)
@ Clemson (L 20-48)

@ South Alabama (L 14-38)
UTEP (W 41-31)

@ North Texas (L 27-47)

Rice (L 41-42)

@ Florida Intl (L 34-42)
Middle Tennessee (W 40-24)
@ UTSA (L 7-51)

@ Charlotte (L 21-26)

UAB (L 27-37)

LOUISIANA TECH

campaign. He exploded with a 197-yard

performance against Stephen F. Austin which
RECRUITING

included 2 touchdowns and he saw double-
2023 Class Ranking

digit carries in all but one game the rest of

the season. He heated up late in the year
(Via 24/7 Sports)
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