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wk 2024 Louisville Schedule

Sat, Aug 31
Sat, Sept 7

vs. Austin Peay

vs. Jacksonville St.
Sat, Sept 21 vs. Georgia Tech
Sat,Sept 28 @ Notre Dame
Sat, Oct 5 vs. SMU
Sat,Oct12 @ Virginia
Sat, Oct 19 vs. Miami (FL)
Fri, Oct 25 @ Boston College
Sat, Nov 2 @ Clemson
Sat,Nov16 @ Stanford

Sat, Nov 23

vs. Pittsburgh

Sat, Nov30 @ Kentucky

I Home Il Away

Key Games

@ Notre Dame: The Cardinal’s got the attention
of the college football world with their win over
Notre Dame last year. The defensive front made
life miserable for quarterback Sam Hartman and
Louisville will need to lean on the defense again.
vs. Miami: Last year’s victory over the
Hurricanes clinched a victory in the ACC
Championship. Louisville went 7-1 at home last
season.

@ Kentucky: The all-time series in this rivalry
was tied at 15 apiece until the Wildcats rattled off
five straight victories including a 38-31 win last
season, although it was the Cardinals with the
edge in total yardage 403 to 289.
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LOUISVILLE CARDINALS

2023 Record: 10-4

Atlantic Coast Conference

Jeff Brohm made an immediate impact on the program in his debut season
with the Cardinals (where he was a quarterback from 1989 to 1993. Louisville
was tabbed by many as a darkhorse team in theACC thanks in large part to a
advantageous schedule that missed Clemson and Florida State. The Cardinals
took major advantage of their opportunity, starting the season 6-0 which
included a emphatic 33-20 win over #10 Notre Dame. Whether it was due to a
let down or otherwise, the Cardinals fell on the road at Pittsburgh the
following game but bounced back and won the final four games in ACC play
to advance to the conference title game. There, Florida State handled business
despite an injured Jordan Travis and by virtue of losing to USC in the Holiday
bowl, the Cardinals lost their final three games of the season.

Still, if you could have told Jeff Brohm that he would win double-digit games
and appear in the ACC Championship prior to the beginning of last season, |
think he probably would have taken it. That success sets the stage for this
season. Although Florida State, Clemson, and Miami are the consensus top
three in the conference, the ACC could still be a wide open race and once
again the schedule works in favor of the Cards, who miss Florida State and get
Miami at home. Can Louisville get back to Charlotte in 2024?

OFFENSE

The 2023 offense was led by transfer quarterback Jack Plummer and the
Cardinals have again turned to the portal to find a veteran option to run
Brohms’ system. Tyler Shough started his collegiate career way back in 2019
with Oregon and more recently he’s played at Texas Tech. Inuries have
plagued his career and he only made four appearances last season, but when
healthy he can be a dynamic dual-threat quarterback.

Finding weapons for Shough will be an important factor since four of the top
five pass catchers and the top two runners are gone from last year’s team.
Chris Bell is the leading returner at receiver after 407 yards and a couple of
touchdowns but Caullin Lacy could be the top target after a sensational
season at South Alabama (91 catches, 1316 yards, 7 touchdowns). Tight end
Mark Redman had 408 yards with San Diego State and Nate Kurisky had
141 yards with the Cardinals at the same position. The receiver room is
transfer-dependent but it could be strong even with the departing experience.

The Cardinals will also look to supplement the running game after both
Jawhar Jordan (1,128 yards, 13 touchdowns) and Issac Guerendo (810 yards,
11 touchdowns) depart. Donald Chaney arrives from Miami and joins
Maurice Turner and Keyjuan Brown. Look for the Cardinals to utilize all
three backs who will operate behind a strong offensive line highlighted by
Michael Gonzalez.

DEFENSE

If the offense and its many transfers need a couple weeks to gel (the schedule
allows it, if needed), the defense should provide a steadying force. It wasn’t
all that long ago (2018, to be exact) that the defense allowed 44.1 points per
game in a dismal 2-10 season. Last year’s group was a far cry from the 2018
team and allowed only 21.3 points. The Cardinals can be downright scary up
front led by Ashton Gillotte. Louisville received a huge lift when Gillotte
announced he was returning for his senior season instead of entering the NFL
Draft. The former two-star recruit has turned into a monster at defensive end
and he’s our preseason selection for ACC Defensive Player of the Year for
good reason. His 11 sacks ranked first in the ACC and ranked eighth in the
FBS.

He’s not the only one you have to pay attention to on the line, however. Thor
Griffith transfers in from Harvard after starting there three seasons. Moyes
Jernigan will likely patrol the other end position. The Cardinals finished top
ten in the FBS in rush yards allowed (99.8) and they’ll threaten the same in
2024.

TJ Quinn and Benjamin Perry will lead the linebacker corps with 92 and 56
tackles, respectively. The secondary gets a refresh with players like Jarvis
Brownlee off to the NFL, but Quincy Riley returns at corner where he’s had
three interceptions in both 2022 and 2023 and Devin Neal is back for his
second year in Louisville after a breakout season. In addition to Riley at
corner, the Cardinals have added a number of transfers including Corey
Thornton (UCF), Tayon Holloway (North Carolina), and Tahveon Nicholson
(Illinois).

Louisville, KY

FBS Ranking

Can the Cardinals
become ACC sleepers for
the second straight
year?

HC: Jeff Brohm
(2nd Year, 10-4)

OC: Brian Brohm
(2nd Year)

Co-DC: Ron English

Co-DC: Mark Hagen
(2nd Year)

2024 Class Rankings
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2023 Results (10-4)

@ Georgia Tech (W 39-34)
Murray State (W 56-0)

vs. Indiana (W 21-14)
Boston College (W 56-28)
@ NC State (W 13-10)
Notre Dame (W 33-20)

@ Pittsburgh (L 21-38)
Duke (W 23-0)

Virginia Tech (W 34-3)
Virginia (W 31-24)

@ Miami (FL) (W 38-31)
Kentucky (L 31-38)

vs. Florida State (L 6-16)
ACC Championship

vs. USC (L 28-42)

Holiday Bowl
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Player Spotlight
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DEVIN NEAL S MAURICE TURNER - RB

Turner had only 284 yards last season but with
both Jawhar Jordan and Isaac Guerendo gone,
he may find himself in line to lead the team in

¥ carries. His 41 yard run was a rare positive
offensive play against Florida in the ACC
Championship game and he had a touchdown
against Indiana in a game that was decided by
exactly a touchdown. If the offensive line is as
good as advertised, Turner may flourish.

Devin Neal. The Lexington native capitalized on
the constant pressure his team’s defensive line
create and snagged two interceptions in the
fourth quarter to help clinch the upset for the
Cardinals. He made plenty of other teams uneasy
» with his range and instincts. His four picks placed
™ him in the top 20 in the FBS and he finished

' second on the team with 74 tackles. Expect more
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Saturday, November 30

Turnovers hurt the Cardinals in their fifth straight loss to
Governor’s Cup rival Kentucky. Louisville hasn’t found a way to
win this game since Lamar Jackson was playing quarterback. No
team has been greater than a three point favorite entering this
matchup over the last four seasons but last year was the first
SPECIAL TEAMS time since 2016 that the winning margin was less than double
digits. Brohm can endear himself to Cards fans forever with a win

After a strong start to the season which included a clutch 4 for 4 performance against Georgia
Tech in a five-point game, Brock Travelstead ran into problems towards the end of the year,
making just 2 of his last 5 kicks in the regular season. However, he did nail a 53 yarder
against NC State that proved to be the difference in the game. Brady Hodges handles punts.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Offense Defense
Last year the Cardinals were effective on the ground for much of the season but ran into Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic PerGame  FBS Rank
troubles when they faced strong defensive fronts like Pittsburgh (2.4 yards per carry), Points 30.7 43 Points 21.3 33
Kentucky (3.7 yards per carry), and Florida State (2.3 yards per carry). Unsurprisingly, with
averages like the ones they posted in each of those games, they went 0-3. Sacks were also an Rushing 178.5 37 Rushing 29.8 )
issue in those losses. The offensive line should be better and year two in Brohm’s system
should only add to the consistency of the offense. The defensive should be disruptive yet . .
again and will be the strength of the team. Passing  236.6 56 Passing 217.3 57
Once again, the Cardinals draw Notre Dame and Kentucky but this year they must travel to Total 4151 “ Total 3171 21
both teams. Louisville draws a fairly workable conference schedule especially compared to
others in the ACC and they get Miami at home and they travel to Clemson in a game that is Sacks 32 T-84 Sacks 34 T-37
sandwiched in between a three-week road trip. The Cardinals were 2-1 on the road last season

but play double the number of true away games and will have to adjust accordingly.

Trophy Case

2024 Projection

8-4
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