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2021 Results: 11-2
Lost in CFP Semifinal

Head Coach: Ryan Day
5th Year (46-6)
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OHIO STATE BUCKEYES

Beat Michigan (And Win a Natty) Or Bust

Ryan Day is now a remarkable 46-6 in his first five seasons as coach of Ohio State, yet certain
pockets of fans in Columbus insist his seat should be hotter. Why? Well, because Michigan has won
“The Game” the past two seasons, of course. They haven’t just won those games, they’ve flat out
dominated. In both years it’s cost Ohio State their usual spot in the Big Ten championship game and in
2021 it cost the Buckeyes a College Football Playoff spot. Even despite last season’s vastly
disappointing 45-23 loss to “That Team Up North”, enough chaos happened around the country for the
Buckeyes to make their fifth College Football Playoff. They were a made field goal away from defeating
Georgia and if you polled college football fans you’d find a significant number who believe OSU would
have gone on to defeat TCU and claim the national title. Instead, as the ball hit zero in Times Square to
signify the beginning of 2023, the ball in Mercedes-Benz Stadium was shanked wide left. This year’s
team is incredibly focused, if not madly desperate, to defeat Michigan and compete for a national
championship.

There’s an obvious gap in the Ohio State offense left behind by star quarterback CJ Stroud
who became the second pick in the NFL Draft. The Buckeyes have had an incredible string of
quarterbacks that has featured the likes of JT Barrett, Dwayne Haskins, and Justin Fields. Will Kyle
McCord be next on the list? He’s in a quarterback battle against freshman Devin Brown, but he was
Stroud’s backup last season which could give him an edge. He also has a slight advantage over Brown
due to his long-standing connection with the best wide receiver in college football: Marvin Harrison Jr.
There aren’t enough superlatives to describe Harrison’s play and the 6’4” wideout hauled in highlight
catch after highlight catch last season. So, just double him, right? Teams will try but risk leaving their
corners exposed against Emeka Egbuka who is arguably the second best receiver in the country behind
only Harrison. Julian Fleming is also exceptional and Cade Stover provides some of the best tight end
play that Ohio State has had in recent memory. Plus, don’t look now but a trio of future star wideouts are
now in Columbus in Brandon Inniss, Carnell Tate, and Noah Rogers. So, yes, the Buckeyes will need
to figure out their starting quarterback, but no new starter walks into a better position than either McCord
or Brown will.

The running back room should also be a strength. The Buckeyes were essentially down to their
third-string running back by the time the CFP rolled around but bring back the entire group this season.
TreVeyon Henderson is as talented a back as any and if healthy he’ll get much closer to his 1,248-yard
freshman campaign. Miyan Williams seeks defenders to run over and was dominant at times last
season. Dallan Hayden is another solid option. The biggest question mark on the team is the offensive
line. Both tackles and the center are now in the NFL so while guards Matthew Jones and Donovan
Jackson are supremely talented, the tackles are largely unproven and will face several dominant
defensive fronts this season.

Jim Knowles came in as the defensive coordinator last year and was tasked with fixing the
Ohio State defense. While there was slight improvement, the Buckeyes allowed 45 points to Michigan
and 42 to Georgia. It took him a couple of seasons to get the Oklahoma State defense into shape but the
progression in Columbus should be accelerated considering that this unit is simply dripping with talent.
There is NFL potential in the two-deep at some positions and linebackers Tommy Eichenberg and
Steele Chambers might be the best duo in the country. Likewise, JT Tuimoloau and Jack Sawyer
should be game-wreckers at defensive end. Denzel Burke will be a first-rounder in 2024 at corner.

The Bottom Line: Even without Stroud, the Buckeyes are completely capable of running the table
and claiming their ninth national championship in program history. The schedule does have its fair share
of challenges, however. The Buckeyes will walk into a very hostile environment in South Bend and face a
Notre Dame team that should be quite a bit better than the one the Buckeyes opened the season against
in 2022. Ohio State also pulls a road trip to Madison from the West Division and they must face archrival
Michigan in the Big House. There’s simply too much talent on this roster and | believe Ohio State has as
good of a chance to win the title as any team in the country.

Projection: 12-0 (1st in Big Ten East)

Points Scored Rush Yards Pass Yards  Turnover Margin

2nd in FBS 32nd in FBS 14th in FBS
Points Allowed Rush YDS Allowed Pass YDS Allowed

20th in FBS

24th in FBS 25th in FBS 26th in FBS




2023 Ohio State Schedule

Week Date Team
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11 Sat, Nov 11 ﬂ vs. Michigan St.

7 Sat, Oct 14 @ Purdue

8 Sat, Oct 21

9 Sat, Oct 28 @ Wisconsin

10 Sat, Nov 4 @ Rutgers

12 Sat,Nov18 7%\ vs. Minnesota

Conference Games in Bold

KEY GAMES

Sat, Sept 23: @ Notre Dame - Ohio State kicked off
the 2022 season with a 21-10 victory over #5 Notre
Dame. This year presents additional challenges since
the Buckeyes must travel to South Bend and new
quarterback Sam Hartman is there waiting for them.
Sat, Oct 21: vs. Penn State - Ever since 2016, Ohio
State has had the Nittany Lions’ number but this
should be James Franklin’s most talented team yet.
Sat, Nov 25: @ Michigan - Would Ryan Day keep his
job with a third straight loss to Michigan? Seems
almost crazy considering his 45-6 overall record, but
it’s probably best not to find out. Once again, this
game will almost certainly have Big Ten Championship
and College Football Playoff implications.

13 Sat, Nov 25 @ Michigan

KEY PLAYERS

Marvin Harrison Jr. - WR
Harrison had a breakout three-touchdown
performance in the 2021 Rose Bowl and it was a

sign of things to come. When Jaxon Smith-Njigba

went down with injury Harrison became WR1 and
his performance was simply breathtaking. You
won’t find a better receiver in college football
and his body control, route running, and

= athleticism are simply unmatched.

Tommy Eichenberg - LB
Eichenberg was a well-deserving All-American
last season after a 120 tackle season that
included 2.5 sacks and a pick six against lowa.
He is a gritty, tough competitor who represents
everything that Jim Knowles wants to see
from his defensive leader. He'’s <1
arguably the best linebacker in the
country and will quarterback a
defense hungry to return to an elite
status.

2022 RESULTS
(11-2)

Notre Dame (W 21-10)
Arkansas State (W 45-12)
Toledo (W 77-21)
Wisconsin (W 52-21)
Rutgers (W 49-10)

@ Michigan State (W 49-20)
lowa (W 54-10)

@ Penn State (W 44-31)
@ Northwestern (W 21-7)
Indiana (W 56-14)

@ Maryland (W 43-30)
Michigan (L 23-45)
Georgia (L 41-42)
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