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Location: Atlanta, GA
All-Time Record: 44-77
2022 Results: 4-8

Head Coach: Shawn Elliott
7th Year (34-38)
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Winning Close Games Key to Returning to Bowl

Shawn Elliott has been the head coach at Georgia Tech of the majority of their 10 seasons in
both the Sun Belt and the FBS and he’s responsible for four bowl game appearances in just six years
(and three of those games were wins). The Panthers entered 2022 with hopes of extending their bow!
game streak to four years, but an 0-4 start put a damper on those dreams. Georgia State dropped four
straight against Carolina schools (South Carolina, North Carolina, Charlotte, and Coastal Carolina).
However, the tough start wasn’t unfamiliar territory for the Panthers who started 1-4 in 2021 but still
found a away to get to a bowl game. That year, they rattled off three straight victories following the 1-4
start, won six of their last seven, and reached the Camellia Bowl where they defeated Ball State. For a
moment, the 2022 season was heading for the same kind of resurgence. Following that 0-4 start the
Panthers won four of five including road games at Army and Southern Mississippi. The Panthers sat at
4-5 heading into Senior Day needing two wins in their final three games. Unfortunately for Elliott’s team,
they lost the final three games by a combined 10 points.

Even though Georgia State only earned four wins they were on the precipice of another bowl
game and have expectations of reaching a bowl game again in 2023. Last season, the Panthers relied on
a dominant run game that churned through opposing defenses to the tune of 213.4 rush yards per game
which was tops in the Sun Belt. A three headed monster paved the way. Of the trio of Darren Grainger,
Tucker Gregg, and Marcus Carroll, only Gregg departs but he leaves as the all-time rusher in program
history (2,265 yards). Jamyest Williams also leaves as the school’s fourth all-time rusher. The running
back room is not nearly as deep as it was last season but Carroll is back and should see more carries
which could be a good thing. The Panthers will be relying on a plethora of both true and redshirt
freshman to take carries when Carroll is subbed out.

Grainger exemplified what a dangerous dual-threat quarterback can really look like. He led the
team in both passing (2,443 yards) and rushing (734 yards). The turnover bug bit the Panthers in their
four-game losing streak to open the year and after four interceptions in his first four games, Grainger had
just one interception in the final three games. This year, Georgia State has the daunting task of replacing
their leading receiver Jamari Thrash who led the conference with 1,122 yards. The next receiver in terms
of yardage was Robert Lewis who had only 379 yards. Ha’Cyais Credle, Lalique Williams, Kris Byrd,
and Ahmon Green all had double-digit catches and, along with Lewis, will have to collectively overcome
the loss of Thrash.

The defense needs to show improvement this season in order to help Georgia State come out
on top of some of those close games (1-5 record in one-score games last season). Jordan Venziale has
been right on the edge of a 100-tackle season in each of the last two years and the linebacker corps is
by far the deepest unit on the defense and will likely be the most impactful. Jontrey Hunter and Shamar
McCollum have been disrupters in the backfield and Justin Abraham and Blake Carroll both return
after productive seasons. On the defensive line, Javon Denis was honorable mention All-SBC after 47
tackles and four sacks. Henry Bryant and Ricardo Williams transfer in to play tackle. The secondary is
relatively inexperienced but Bryquice Brown is back to play corner. Elliott had improved the defense in
every season since 2018 until the points per game slipped from 27.1 allowed to 31.2 in 2022. New
defensive coordinator Chad Staggs will try to get the defense turned back around in the right direction.

The Bottom Line: The Panthers need to avoid a third-straight slow start and the first three weeks
feature winnable games against Rhode Island, UConn, and Charlotte. They’ll need to take advantage of
those games because the Sun Belt schedule is relentless. The Panthers pull both Troy and Louisiana out
of the West and they also face LSU in the second-to-last week of the season. Long story short, Georgia
State will need to make the most of their opportunities this season to hit six wins. The return of Grainger
at quarterback keeps the offense dangerous and if there’s a resurgence on defense the Panthers will be
in a lot of close games again. This year, they need to win those games.

Projection: 5-7 (6th in Sun Belt East)

Points Scored Rush Yards Pass Yards  Turnover Margin

30.0 213.4 203.6 +5
54th in FBS 14th in FBS 102nd in FBS  33rd in FBS

Points Allowed Rush YDS Allowed Pass YDS Allowed
31.2 170.6 228.8 .
105th in FBS 95th in FBS 74th in FBS i
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KEV PLAYERS
Week Date Team
Darren Grainger - QB
1 Thu, Aug 31 @ vs. Rhode Island Grainger did it all for the Panthers last season. He
threw for a career high 2,443 yards and ran for a
career high 734 yards and 6 touchdowns. Now
2 Sat, Sept 9 @ vs. UConn the all-time leading rusher as a quarterback in
program history, Grainger returns for his third
season in Atlanta and could have his best
3 Sat, Sept 16 D @ Charlotte season yet in his second year in OC Trent
= McKnight’s system. He has great
instincts, is a vocal leader, and one of the
4 Thu, Sept 21 A @ Coastal Car best playmakers in the conference.
Jontrey Hunter - LB
5 Sat, Sept 30 éﬂ vs. Troy Hunter may not wrack up the tackles like some of
his fellow linebackers, but he consistently makes
big plays and is a veteran leader heading into his
sixth season of eligibility. Last year he recorded
6 Bye Week two sacks, two forced fumbles, and he
victimized Coastal Carolina’s Grayson
h McCall for a 77-yard pick six. His
7 Sat, Oct 14 éa) vs. Marshall production has helped the Panthers finish
with a positive turnover margin the last four seasons.

/s
8 Sat, Oct21 |, iﬁ @ Louisiana

2022 RESULTS
@ Georgia So. (4'8)

9 Thu, Oct26 &
@ South Carolina (L 14-35)
10 Sat, Nov 4 @ vs. J Madison North Carolina (L 28-35)
Charlotte (L 41-42)
& Coastal Carolina (L 24-41)

11 Sat, Nov 11
@ Army (W 31-14)

vs. App State

o Georgia Southern (W 41-33)
12 Sat, Nov 18 é-i @LSsu @ Appalachian State (L 17-42)
Old Dominion (W 31-17)
13 Sat,Nov25 _m%® @ Old Dominion @ Southern Miss (W 42-14)
S ULM (L 28-31)

@ Marshall (L 23-28)

KEY GAMES

Sat, Sept 16: @ Charlotte - The 49ers stunned the
Panthers with a game-winning touchdown with just 19 GEORGIA
seconds left last season. Now the Panthers face ST TE

RECRUITING
2023 Class Ranking

114th

(Via 24/7 Sports)

Charlotte on the road and face new head coach Biff

Poggi.

Thu, Oct 26: @ Georgia Southern - The Panthers
have claimed the last three games in the “Modern Day
Hate” rivalry but each of those meetings have been
decided by no more than a touchdown.

Sat, Nov 11: vs. Appalachian State - The
Mountaineers and Panthers have met nine times and
have played every season since 2014 and App State
has claimed every single game. Can Georgia State put
an end to their winless record at home?
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