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Projected Standings There’s a strong argument to be made that the MAC had the most impressive resume of any of the
“Group of 5 conferences.” The conference tallied several significant wins including Miami over
Cincinnati, Northern Illinois over Boston College, Bowling Green over Georgia Tech, and Ohio over

The Race to “Rebuild”

1. Miami (OH) Iowa State. There was individual success found in addition to team success. The first cornerback off
* the board in the 2024 NFL Draft was Quinyon Mitchell, hailing from Toledo. One round later,
2. BOWLING GREEN Western Michigan’s Marshawn Kneeland was selected by the Dallas Cowboys. Per Joe Londergan at

G5 Football Daily, the MAC has had at least two draft picks every season since 1996.

3. TOLEDO Surely all of those accolades are a good thing for the conference, right? The short answer: yes,
absolutely. However, in this current era of college football, success at the G5 level can often be a

4. NORTHERN ILLINOIS double-edged sword: the top level of the sport poaches talent in the offseason. A more casual college

football fan may tune in to a weekday #MACtion game once or twice a year, but they probably have

5. OHIO little understanding of the programs they are watching or even who the next candidates in the
conference might be to play on Sundays (and if you’re wondering who those players might be

6. WeSTERN MICHIGAN yourself, our preseason All-MAC team on the next page is a great place to start).

7. CENTRAL MICHIGAN However, those coaching staffs patrolling the sidelines in places like Ole Miss (1,000-yard rusher
Rashad Amos), Alabama (Miami’s Lou Groza Award-winning kicker Graham Nicholson), Indiana

8. EASTERN MICHIGAN (Ohio’s second all-time leading passer, Kurtis Rourke) and many other players know exactly where
the talent hides and will scoop them up in the portal. What does that mean for the MAC schools?

9. BUFFALO Often, it means that even the top teams in the conference enter a brief rebuild depending on how
many transfers have looked for other opportunities. Surely no coach wants to stay in a conference

10. AKRON with so much roster turnover, right? Amazingly, despite all of the transition in the rosters
themselves, only one team (Buffalo) will start the year with a new head coach, the remaining 11 all

'". BnLL STnTe return. Several coaches including Miami’s Chuck Martin, Toledo’s Jason Candle, and Eastern

Michigan’s Chris Creighton are approaching or have already surpassed a decade at their respective
u2. KENT STATE J schools.

While the roster turnover is most often seen as a negative (especially from a MAC point of view)
and understandably so, there has been one distinct benefit: parity. There hasn’t been a repeat MAC
champion since Northern Illinois in 2011-2012 and all but one team (sorry, Eastern Michigan) has
been represented in Detroit, site of the MAC Championship, in just the last ten seasons. That kind of
competitive balance is rarely found in college football and especially not in the Power 4
conferences. Any given year, any given team can surge to the top of the field and beginning this
year, that team will have the opportunity to threaten for a spot in the College Football Playoff.

This season, there appears to be four main contenders: Miami, Bowling Green, Toledo, and
Northern Illinois. Bowling Green is looking for a return to prominence after winning the MAC title
in 2015. Meanwhile, the other three schools have been the class of the conference. However, there’s
a reason why the championship isn’t decided on paper. The three Michigan schools are all looking
for a breakout season and Tim Albin’s Ohio Bobcats have posted back-to-back double digit win
seasons for the first time in school history. The teams ranked in the bottom four of the conference
are still knee deep in rebuilds but are still very capable of ruining a contender’s dreams. The MAC is
a great reminder that college football is so much more than the Playoff. The traditions, rivalries, and
wacky weeknight games in the MAC are beautiful and it’s worth your time to watch it.
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CHAMPE G / - a2 15 Must-Watch Games )
R’IHU
< D’ J Aug 31: Miami @ NW Oct 19: Toledo @ NIU Nov 19: NIU @ Miami
oy
- Sept 14: UC @ Miami Oct 19: Ohio @ Miami Nov 19: WMU @ CMU
Antario Brown - RB - Northern lllinois Sept 21: Toledo @ WKU  Oct 19: CMU @ EMU Nov 19: Akron @ Kent St.

Sept 28: UB @ UConn Oct 26: BGSU @ Toledo Nov 29: Miami @ BGSU

Oct 5: Miami @ Toledo Nov 5: Miami @ Ball St. Nov 30: EMU @ WMU
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Fun Fact: Although conference realignment has shaken the sport
to its core, all current MAC members since 1999 are still together

(and UMass will return to the conference beginning in 2025).
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Offensive MVP
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Defensive MVP
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First Team
Brett Gabbert - Miami
Antario Brown - Northern lllinois
Chrishon McCray - Kent State
Jerjuan Newton - Toledo
Kenny Womack - Western Michigan
Harold Fannin - Bowling Green
Addison West - Western Michigan
Alex Wollschlaeger - Bowling Green
Jacob Gideon - Western Michigan
Reid Holskey - Miami
Tyler Doty - Buffalo
Jesus Gomez - Eastern Michigan
First Team
CJ Nunnally - Akron
Darius Alexander - Toledo
Devonte O’Malley - Northern lllinois
Justin Jefferson - Eastern Michigan
Shaun Dolac - Buffalo
Matthew Salopek - Miami
Daniel Bolden - Toledo
Jordan Oladokun - Bowling Green
Javaughn Byrd - Northern lllinois
Nate Valcarel - Northern lllinois
Maxen Hook - Toledo
Alec Bevelhimer - Miami

MAC Championship Game - Campus Site

Saturday, December 7 - 12:00 PM ET - ESPN

Matthew Salopek - LB

Top Newcomer Top Freshman
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Ky Thomas - RB Kadin Semonza - GB

KENT/STATE

5th and Goal Preseason All-MAC Team

Second Team
Connor Bazelak - Bowling Green
Jalen Buckley - Western Michigan
Alex Adams - Akron
Junior Vandeross - Toledo
Trayvon Rudolph - Northern lllinois
Anthony Torres - Toledo
John Champe - Northern lllinois
Brayden Swartout - Central Michigan
Parker Titsworth - Ohio
Will Jados - Miami
Christophe Atkinson - Ohio
Andrew Glass - Kent State
Second Team
D’Andre Ragin - Toledo
Anthony Hawkins - Bowling Green
Peyton Price - Eastern Michigan
Brian Ugwu - Miami
Ty Wise - Miami
Antavious Fish - Akron
Bryan McCoy - Akron
Raion Strader - Miami
Donte Kent - Central Michigan
Tate Hallock - Western Michigan
Emmanuel McNeil-Warren - Toledo
Mitchell Tomasek - Eastern Michigan
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