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Wk 2024 WMV Schedule

1 Fri,Aug30 @ Wisconsin
2 Sat,Sept7 (@ Ohio State
3

Sat,Sept14 vs.B-CU

5 Sat,Sept28 @ Marshall
6 Sat,Oct5 @ Ball State
7 Sat, Oct 12 vs. Akron

Sat, Oct 19

@ Buffalo

(Ll ©

Sat,Oct 26  vs. Kent State

Wed, Nov 6 vs. No. lllinois
Tue,Nov12 @ Bowling Green

Tue, Nov 19

@ C. Michigan

Sat, Nov 30 vs. E. Michigan

I Home Away

Key Games

@ Ball State: A win against the Cardinals broke
up what would have been a six game losing
streak last season for Lance Taylor’s first FBS win.
The matchup this year represents the first MAC
conference game.

@ Central Michigan: The Broncos have had
their way with the Chippewas, keeping the Victory
Cannon in five of the last six matchups including a
38-28 win that featured 17 unanswered points in
the 4th quarter.

vs. Eastern Michigan: There could be a lot
riding on the line in the season finale for Western
Michigan including a bowl bid and a second
straight Michigan MAC trophy.
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Mid-American Conference

Lance Taylor inherited just 10 returning starters in his first year in Kalamazoo,
but there were some bright spots despite the 4-8 record. For one, that record
was a little misleading considering the Broncos had to travel to Syracuse,
Iowa, and Mississippi State and their first three conference games were
against the top three finishers in the MAC. After a 2-6 start, Western Michigan
engineered back-to-back wins against Eastern Michigan and Central Michigan
to win the Michigan MAC trophy for the first time since 2020. It’s the
program’s eighth trophy since the three-way rivalry hardware was officially
introduced in 2005.

This year should feel a lot different for Taylor. Not only does enter 2024 with
a year under his belt as a head coach but he has a MAC-best 17 returning
starters and the schedule is slightly more manageable. In other words, he has
the roster necessary to reach a bowl game and the talent to even upset some of
the big names in the MAC.

OFFENSE

The Broncos rode the quarterback carousel a bit before landing on Old
Dominion transfer Hayden Wolff about halfway through the season. He
played admirably against Mississippi State in his first start, completing 27 of
35 passes for 262 yards and three touchdowns. From that point, he started the
final five games including both wins over the other Michigan schools. He had
recorded 8 touchdowns to 3 interceptions until a setback in a blowout loss to
Bowling Green in the season finale. Wolff now enters his fourth season as a
starter although he will again learn a new offense under new offensive
coordinator Walt Bell.

Regardless of what plays Bell decides to draw up this season, he has one very
good option in his back pocket: hand the ball off to Jalen Buckley. The MAC
Freshman of the Year dazzled, becoming the 10th Bronco to win the award
(no school has more winners). His backup Zahir Abdus-Salaam also returns,
so the rushing numbers should be up for Western Michigan this season. The
offensive line also figures to be a strength for the Broncos. That unit is loaded
with experience which trickles down even to some of the backups. Jacob
Gideon could be the conference’s best center and Addison West made All-
MAC last year, too. Wolff was sacked nine times in the final two games alone,
so look for a cleaner pocket in 2024.

Kenny Womack returns at receiver for the Broncos after leading Western
Michigan in receiving yards with 691. He routinely worked close to the sticks,
so he wasn’t always sprinting down the field for huge gains (9.1 yards per
catch average), but he did collect 76 passes, a career high. The big play wide
receiver was Anthony Sambucci, who accounted for five of the 13 passing
touchdowns. Tight end Blake Bosma is a big factor in the passing game and
he actually led the team in yards per catch thanks to a 58 yard reception
against Ball State.

DEFENSE

Unsurprisingly, the Bronco defense took a step back in 2023 after losing all
but two starters on that side of the football. There were some diamonds in the
rough including Marshawn Kneeland who was drafted in the second round to
the Dallas Cowboys. He will obviously be missed, but Western Michigan
brings back their top four leading tacklers including the dynamic safety duo of
Tate Hallock and Aaron Wolford.

Linebackers Jacob Wahlberg and Tamari Roberson patrol the middle of the
field and Donald Willis should slide into a full-time starting role at that
position, too after a productive season that featured 3.5 sacks, the most of any
returning player. Up front, Western Michigan is led by Corey Walker. The
junior claimed eight tackles for loss and he’ll be joined by a couple of Power
4 transfers in Anterio Thompson (Iowa) and Popeye Williams (Louisville).

The defense didn’t have a strength that they could rely on in 2023. They were
in the bottom half of the country in scoring, passing yards, rushing yards, and
total yards and they net a lot of turnovers (although the Broncos finished +4 in
turnover margin for the second straight season). If the Broncos want to take
the next step and return to a bowl game for the first time since 2021, the
defense needs to be more dynamic under first year defensive coordinator Scott
Power.

Kalamazoo, Ml

Can Broncos avoid rare
three year bowl-less
skid?

HC: Lance Taylor
(2nd Year, 4-8)

OC: Walt Bell
(1st Year)

DC: Scott Power
(1st Year)
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2023 Results (4-8)

St. Francis (W 35-17)

@ Syracuse (L 7-48)

@ lowa (L 10-41)

@ Toledo (L 31-49)

Ball State (W 42-24)

@ Mississippi St. (L 28-41)
Miami (OH) (L 21-34)

@ Ohio (L 17-20)

@ E. Michigan (W 45-21)
C. Michigan (W 38-28)
@ No. lllinois (L 0-24)
Bowling Green (L 10-34)

WESTERN
MICHIGAN
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Player Spotlight

JALEN BUCKLEY - RB

& The lllinois native came out of nowhere to win the
MAC Freshman Player of the Year. He picked

& right up where Sean Tyler left off and scampered
for over 1,000 yards despite missing the
Mississippi State game. Remarkably, the Broncos
have had a 1,000 yard rusher in each full season
since 2014. Barring injury, there’s almost no
question that Buckley adds another year onto

== that impressive streak.
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SPECIAL TEAMS

Special teams were shaky for the Broncos last season. Since special teams so often make the
difference in close games, Western Michigan turned to the portal for some answers. Kicker
Luka Zurak arrives from the FCS ranks (Butler) where he kicked 17 of 20 field goals
through the uprights. Last year’s kicker Palmer Domschke is still in Kalamazoo but he
struggled on any kick longer than 40 yards although he did hit a 52-yarder as a freshman.
Western Michigan brought in Cameron Peasley from Australia last season and he projects as
the starter in 2024.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Western Michigan hasn’t had a three year bowl-less streak since 2003-2005. There’s certainly
a path to ensure that streak doesn’t happen, but the path is not without its bumps. Namely,
road trips to Madison and Columbus at the beginning of the year likely doom the Broncos to
an 0-2 start. A game against FCS Bethune-Cookman suddenly feels more urgent and the
Broncos need to get a tally in the win column before another back-to-back set of road
contests. The schedule does settle down a bit towards the second half of the year and Western
Michigan avoids both participants in last season’s MAC Championship game. The two big
showdowns against the Michigan MAC rivals come in the final two weeks of the year.
Whether this season is a success or failure largely rides on those matchups.
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TATE HALLOCK - S

New defensive coordinator Scott Power would
probably prefer a safety not be the leading tackler
on the team like Hallock was for the Broncos last
season (since the implication is that tackles are
occuring well past the line of scrimmage), but he
certainly won’t mind the senior’s tenaciousness
and playmaking ability. He shined in a tough loss
to Toledo where he claimed two interceptions and
forced a fumble.
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Saturday, November 30

There’s no Victory Cannon up for grabs like there will be the
week before when Western Michigan takes the trip to Mt.
Pleasant, but the implications of this game could be massive for
both schools. Will the Eagles or the Broncos need to win this
game to clinch a spot in a bowl? The winning team has scored
45 points in each of the last two meetings. Could we see
fireworks again in 20247

2024 Projection

5-7

6th in MAC

Offense Defense

Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank

Points 23.7 T-88 Points 31.8 106
Rushing 153.8 72 Rushing  158.8 82
Passing 211.2 T-84 Passing 234.6 81

Total 365.0 78 Total 393.3 84

Sacks 30 T-93 Sacks 25 T-67
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