CALIFORNIA GOLDEN BEARS

2023 Record: 6-7

JAYDN OTT - RB
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2024 Cal Schedule

Wk

vs. UC Davis

@ Auburn

1 Sat, Aug 31
2 Sat, Sept7
3  Sat,Sept14 vs.San Diego St.
4  Sat, Sept 21
6 Sat, Oct 5 vs. Miami (FL)
7 Sat, Oct 12
8 Sat,Oct19
9

@ Florida State

@ Pittsburgh

vs. NC State

Sat,Oct26  vs. Oregon State

11  Fri,Nov8 @ Wake Forest

12 Sat,Nov16 vs. Syracuse
vs. Stanford

@ SMU

13  Sat, Nov 23

14 Sat, Nov 30

Il Home Away

Key Games

@ Auburn: The Golden Bears came close to
knocking off the Tigers but special teams snafus
and missed opportunities cost them the victory.
Traveling to Jordan Hare will be a challenge, but a
good early season test.

vs. Miami: Cal welcomes in one of the favorites
for their first home ACC conference game. The
last meeting (there’s only been three) came in the
2008 Emerald Bowl, won by Cal 24-17.

vs. Stanford: Through all of the upheaval in
college football recently, one thing remains true:
there’s no love lost between California and
Stanford in the “Big Game.” The Golden Bears
have run their win streak to three in this rivalry.
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Atlantic Coast Conference

The transition to a new conference comes full of intrigue. One of the more
obvious questions is this, how will California handle the multiple road trips to
the east coast every season? The Golden Bears will cover a distance almost
equal to that of the circumference of the globe. The transition also comes at an
interesting time in the program with Justin Wilcox at the helm. His team had
struggled to move the ball and score points in his first few seasons in
Berkeley, a far cry from the offense run by Jared Goff way back at the
beginning of the College Football Playoff era. Some of those issues were
fixed last season and the Golden Bears posted 30.2 points per game, the best
of any of Justin Wilcox’s seven seasons. Unfortunately, the defense
simultaneously had their worst season last year and Cal had to claw their way
to a bowl game, winning the final three games of the regular season to do so.

A route in the Independence Bowl by Texas Tech wrapped up a largely
disappointing season despite ending a streak of three straight seasons without
a postseason trip. However, there’s hope that the transition to the ACC will
actual help the Golden Bears this season. For one, Cal faced #15 Oregon
State, #16 Utah, #24 USC, and #6 Oregon all in a row. It’s highly unlikely
there’s a stretch like that on the 2024 schedule. In addition, there are several
key returners which should give the Golden Bears a chance to at least be
competitive in their first season in the ACC.

OFFENSE

The offense runs through star running back Jaydn Ott. After a strong
campaign in 2022 in which he represented nearly every rush yard on the entire
team, he wracked up 1,315 yards on the ground, finding the end zone 12
times. As if that wasn’t enough, he also caught 25 passes for 169 yards and 2
more touchdowns and took a kick return 100 yards to the house against
UCLA. He became the first California running back to top 1,000 yards since
2017 and barring injury, he’ll do it again and he could threaten the all-time
rushing record held by Russell White (3,367 yards - Ott is at 2,199 entering
the season).

Ott’s ability on the ground help to stabilize a shaky passing game. The Golden
Bears utilized three different quarterbacks throughout the season and the room
as a whole threw for 22 touchdowns and 16 interceptions. Freshman
Fernando Mendoza performed the best out of the trio, especially considering
the competition he faced. However, he’s not guaranteed the starting position
because Cal added Chandler Rogers out of the portal from North Texas.
Rogers had one of the best, most under-the-radar performances of any
quarterback in college football which included 3,382 yards and a remarkable
29 touchdown to 5 interception ratio. After the turnover issues from Golden
Bear quarterbacks last year, his accuracy, assuming is stays the same in the
jump up in competition, would be a welcome sight.

Cal will need to replace their top receiver Jeremiah Hunter (63 catches, 731
yards) but the next two pass catchers are back in Trond Grizzell and Jack
Endries. A host of transfers will supplement this position including tight end
Corey Dyches (Maryland) and receivers Tobias Merriweather (Notre Dame)
and Mikey Matthews (Utah). The offensive line should be strong and is made
up of returners like Soap Vatikani and Matthew Wykoff combined with
transfers Victor Stoeffel from Temple and two-time FCS All-American Rush
Reimer.

DEFENSE

The defense will be looking for a bounce-back year after allowing 32.8 points
per game including 38 points per game in PAC-12 play. The Golden Bears
lose their top two tacklers but eight of the next nine tacklers are back. That
includes linebacker Cade Uluave who made a pair of interceptions along with
66 tackles and 6.5 tackles for loss as a true freshman. David Reese brings
back a team-high 6.5 sacks.

The unit in the most dire need of a refresh is the secondary. PAC-12 offenses
teed off against the Golden Bears for 280.7 yards per game, ranking the
Golden Bears as one of the five worst teams in college football in that
category. Lu-Magia Hearns added a couple of interceptions at corner and so
did Nohl Williams and both return. Craig Woodson is the team’s leading
returning tackler at safety (81). California shouldn’t see the kinds of offenses
they did in 2023 which will help improve the numbers by default, but there’s a
chance this group is just better in 2024. Justin Wilcox needs them to be in
order for his team to reach a second-straight bowl game.

Berkeley, CA

FBS Ranking

Can strong portal class
guide Cal's transition to
the ACC?

HC: Justin Wilcox
(8th Year, 36-43)

OC: Mike Bloesch
(1st Year)

DC: Peter Sirmon
(5th Year)
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2023 Results (6-7)

@ North Texas (W 58-21)
Auburn (L 10-14)

Idaho (W 31-17)

@ Washington (L 32-59)
Arizona State (W 24-21)
Oregon State (L 40-52)

@ Utah (L 14-34)

USC (L 49-50)

@ Oregon (L 19-63)
Washington State (W 42-39)
@ Stanford (W 27-15)

@ UCLA (W 33-7)

vs. Texas Tech (L 14-34)

Independent Bowl
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Player Spotlight
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DAVID REESE - LB

Nobody has spent more time in college football
on the 2024 California roster than David Reese,
who enters his seventh collegiate season.
Unfortunately, injuries have played a role in that
but Reese’s determination to play paid off in 2023
when he was the top disrupter on the Golden
Bear defense. He accounted for over a quarter of
the team’s total sacks from the “sam” position
and will look to close out his career in style.
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SPECIAL TEAMS

Ryan Coe has been around the block and he’s kicked for Delaware, Cincinnati, North
Carolina, and now here at Cal. His best year was with the Bearcats in 2022 when he hit 19 of
23 field goals and his range is 50+ yards. Lachlan Wilson is back as the Golden Bears’
punter.

THE BOTTOM LINE

In a year of uncertainty with a conference transition, it’s extremely helpful to have a
foundational piece in running back Jadyn Ott. He’s obviously an integral part of what
California wants to do on offense but there’s a good chance that the system as a whole is more
balanced with better quarterback play. If the transfer wide receivers are plug in play in
offensive coordinator Mike Bloesch’s first season, the Golden Bears have a chance to be
really dangerous on offense.

However, if the defense can’t take the next step forward, California is going to find
themselves in a bunch of shootouts just like they did last season. For the most part, the Golden
Bears didn’t win those kinds of games. The early part of the schedule features a trip to Auburn
in the non-conference and back-to-back games against Florida State and Miami (with a bye in
between), but the second-half of the schedule is certainly manageable and there’s no reason
why California shouldn’t be in a bowl game at the end of the year.
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TROND GRIZZELL - WR

Grizzell saw significant playing time as a walk on,
and he played so well he earned a scholarship. In
the Big Game, he posted career highs in basically
everything in a 7 catch, 136 yard, and 2
touchdown performance against the Cardinal. He
) added 80 yards in the bowl game including a 51-
yard reception. If everything goes to plan, there
should be better quarterback play which means
| Grizzell should have another career year.
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California Memorial Stadium (63,000)

Appointment Televi

Saturday, November 23rd

Several storied rivalries have been lost to conference
realignment, but thankfully, this isn’t one of them. The Golden
Bears own a three-game win streak in the Big Game and they
would love to continue eating into the all-time lead Stanford
currently holds at 60-47-10. Last year, Cal steadily pushed their
way to victory, picking up a season-high 29 first downs and
they’ll be the favorites to win again at Memorial.

2024 Projection
6-6 1920
12th in ACC 1922

Offense Defense
Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank
Points 30.2 47 Points 328 m
Rushing 172.8 45 Rushing 133.4 35
Passing  218.2 V4| Passing 280.7 128
Total 390.9 61 Total 4141 102
Sacks 23 T-45 Sacks 24 T-86
Trophy Case
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