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Jaguars in Hunt for First Conference Title

The 2022 season was far and away the best season in South Alabama’s 11-year FBS history.
The Jaguars had actually never topped six wins in a season and smashed through that record with a
10-2 finish to the regular season. To make matters even more impressive (and slightly painful), the only
two losses were at UCLA by a single point and a four-point loss against Troy, the eventual West and Sun
Belt champions. The Jaguars did run into a buzzsaw against Western Kentucky in the New Orleans Bowl
and were unable to claim the program’s first bowl victory, falling to the Hilltoppers 44-23. What was
otherwise a strong defense throughout the season faded in an onslaught from Austin Reed and company
and Western Kentucky hung over 500 passing yards on the Jaguars. Between the bowl loss and the two
crushing close losses in the regular season, South Alabama enters 2023 as perhaps the most hungry
team in the conference. The young program that started football in just 2009 has never won a conference
title, but, with 18 starters back (most in the Sun Belt by a healthy margin), this is their best opportunity.

Assuming 2022 wasn’t just a flash in the pan, Kane Wommack has done a tremendous job in
quickly turning around a program that had missed a bowl game in five straight seasons (including his first
season in 2021) to being one of the Sun Belt’s best. The most significant improvement since the start of
his tenure has undoubtedly been the offense. Prior to his arrival, the Jaguars had scored less than 20
points per game in three of the last four seasons. He immediately brought improvement in 2021 (24.9)
but the offense really started to take off in 2022 (31.2).

Carter Bradley provided a huge lift offensively at quarterback and his 3,343 passing yards
broke the South Alabama single season passing record. He’ll need only a handful of games to break the
career passing mark, too. If there’s an area to nitpick in his game it's the fact that he threw 12
interceptions but he was otherwise accurate (64.8%). His best performance of the season came against
ULM where his 420 yards and three touchdowns were enough to hold off a feisty Warhawks team 41-34.
He threw for over 300 yards twice more against Western Kentucky and Central Michigan. A three-headed
receiving monster paved the way for the passing game and while Jalen Wayne is gone from that trio both
Devin Voisin (64 catches, 871 yards, 5 touchdowns) and Collin Lacy (65 catches, 816 yards, 6
touchdowns) are back and so too are the rest of the major contributors in the passing game. Tight end
DJ Thomas-Jones is one of those players and he figures to be one of the best in tight ends in the
conference.

The ground game was also strong thanks to first team All-SBC running back La’Damian
Webb. Webb broke the USA season rushing record with 1,063 yards and he’ll break it again in 2023 if he
can stay healthy. The offensive line loses only one starter and the “new” starter is James Robinson who
played in eight games last year and transferred from Tennessee after the 2021 season. While Webb is
obviously the featured back, Braylon McReynolds ran for 100 yards on 15 carries in his absence against
Southern Mississippi and Kentrel Bullock transfers in from Ole Miss so the running back room appears
to be the most talented in the conference (and maybe the deepest, too).

The Jaguar defense was stingy last season and South Alabama was particularly strong against
the run. They allowed 150 yards rushing only twice and held opponents to under 100 yards rushing eight
times. By the time Arkansas State was finished running into the “brick wall” of the Jaguars’ front seven
for four quarters, they ended up with negative rushing yards. That same defense is anxious to get back
on the field led by the top six tacklers from last season who all return. Yam Banks is among them and he
nearly led the country with his six interceptions. Jamie Sheriff had six sacks at defensive end and safety
Jaden Voisin consistently made plays all over the field. There’s several other players who deserve to
have their names mentioned but for now, just know that the Jaguars could have the Sun Belt’s top
defense.

The Bottom Line: Not to take anything away from the Jaguars last season, but they did face a light
schedule last season and the competition ramps up a bit in 2023. USA must travel to Troy in a huge
rivalry game that could decide the East and they also pull Marshall out of the East in addition to two
tough non-conference road games against Tulane and Oklahoma State. However, this roster is loaded
with talent and experience and will be right in the mix for a conference title.

Projection: 8-4 (2nd in Sun Belt East)

Points Scored

31.2
47th in FBS

21.3
26th in FBS

Rush Yards
156.8
63rd in FBS

92.9
4th in FBS

Pass Yards

266.9
33rd in FBS

Points Allowed Rush YDS Allowed Pass YDS Allowed

239.0
88th in FBS

Turnover Margin

+4
T-42nd in FBS
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KEY PLAVERS

Week Date Team

L La’Damian Webb - RB
1 Sat, Sept 2 @& @ Tulane Webb played in essentially only ten full games last
season due to a couple of different injuries but that
didn’t stop him from breaking the South Alabama
record for rush yards in a season (1,062). He
added 15 total touchdowns (two receiving) on the
year and he still haunts the dreams of Georgia
Southern after an incredible 35 carry, 247 yard
explosion in a game where the Jaguars needed
every bit of his four rushing touchdowns.

Yam Banks - S

Banks plays the “husky” position on defense which

5 Sat, Sept 30 é"% @ J Madison allows him to roam all over the field and make
plays on the ball, and he did exactly that in 2022.

He has tremendous instincts, demonstrated by six

6 Sat, Oct 7 Ul @ ULM |nterceptlgns, and he quickly became a nlghtmare
éﬂ‘ for opposing quarterbacks. He ran one of his

two interceptions back for a 24 yard

touchdown against Louisiana Tech and he
RECRUITING

7 Bye Week should be one of the most productive
2023 Class Ranking

safeties in the country yet again.

(Via 24/7 Sports)

2 Sat, Sept 9 @z"b vs. SE Louisiana

3 Sat, Sept 16 @ @ Oklahoma State

4 Sat, Sept 23 & vs. C. Michigan

8 Tue, Oct 17 vs. So. Miss
@ 2022 RESULTS
9 Sat, Oct 28 @ vs. Louisiana (1 0'3)

X

Nicholls (W 48-7)
10 Thu, Nov2 @ @ Troy @ C. Michigan (W 38-24)
@ UCLA (L 31-32)
11 Sat, Nov 11 & vs. Arkansas St. Louisiana Tech (W 38-14)
@ Louisiana (W 20-17)
h ULM (W 41-34)
12 Sat, Nov 18 é,) vs. Marshall Troy (L 6-10)
@ Arkansas State (W 31-3)
13 Sat, Nov 25 & @ Texas State @ Georgia So. (W 38-31)

Texas State (W 38-21)

Old Dominion (W 27-20)

KEY GAMES Western Kentucky (L 23-44)
Sat, Sept 2: @ Tulane - If you enjoy Group of 5

football (who doesn’t?), then sit back and enjoy this 5””,””[”””””
= JAGUARS

battle of two programs who are both in serious
contention for a conference title game and who each

won double-digit games last season. One of Tulane’s
two losses last season was against a Sun Belt team.
Tue, Oct 17: vs. Southern Mississippi - What started
as a non-conference “home and home” in 2020 and
2021 has turned into a Sun Belt conference battle
between two West heavyweights. USA is 3-0 all-time
in the series but had to hang on for dear life in 2022.
Thu, Nov 2: @ UCF - This could be the most hyped
“Battle of the Belt” matchup ever if both teams are still
grappling for first in the West.
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