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2023 Results (3-9)


Wofford (W 45-7) 
Cincinnati (L 21-27)

@ West Virginia (L 6-17)

North Carolina (L 24-41)

@ Virginia Tech (L 21-38)

Louisville (W 38-21) 
@ Wake Forest (L 17-21)

@ Notre Dame (L 7-58)

Florida State (L 7-24)

vs. Syracuse (L 13-28)

Boston College (W 24-16) 
@ Duke (L 19-30)
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PITTSBURGH PANTHERS
2023 Record: 3-9	 Atlantic Coast Conference	 	 Pittsburgh, PA

2024 Pitt Schedule

1 Sat, Aug 31 vs. Kent State

2 Sat, Sept 7 @ Cincinnati

3 Sat, Sept 14 vs. West Virginia

4 Sat, Sept 21 vs. Youngstown St.

6 Sat, Oct 5 @ North Carolina

7 Sat, Oct 12 vs. California

9 Thu, Oct 24 vs. Syracuse

10 Sat, Nov 2 @ SMU

11 Sat, Nov 9 vs. Virginia

12 Sat, Nov 16 vs. Clemson

13 Sat, Nov 23 @ Louisville

14 Sat, Nov 30 @ Boston College

Home Away

Wk

FBS Ranking

54

PITTSBURGH WIN TREND

Key Games

@ Cincinnati: These former Big East rivals met 
for the first time since 2012 last season and 
Cincinnati escaped Pittsburgh with a 27-21 
victory. Can Pittsburgh end their road losing 
streak against the Bearcats?

vs. West Virginia: College football fans have 
benefitted from the return of the “Backyard Brawl” 
and the home team has won the first two games 
since the series resumed.

vs. Syracuse: The Orange benefit from one of 
the easier paths in the ACC, but the Panthers 
could ruin their fun on a Thursday night from 
Acrisure. Last year Pittsburgh saw their five-game 
win streak end in this series.


2024 Class Rankings

Via 24/7 Sports

Recruiting

41


Transfer Portal

50

Ever since Kenny Pickett graduated following a 2021 ACC Championship, the 
Panthers have turned to the transfer portal to find the replacement. In 2022, 
USC transfer Kedon Clovis stepped in and threw for 2,397 adding a nice 
supplemental piece to running back Israel Abanikanda and the Panthers went 
9-4. In 2023, Boston College transfer Phil Jurkovec stepped in at quarterback, 
but that transition was far less successful. The dominant run game evaporated 
and Jurkovec was eventually benched for another transfer in Christian 
Veilleux (Penn State). The Panthers tumbled down the ACC standings, 
finishing just 3-9. Insert offensive coordinator Kade Bell, who will bet asked 
with picking up the pieces from a group that scored just 20.2 points per game.


Even though last year was a major disappointment, Pittsburgh shouldn’t be in 
full panic mode just quite yet. The 20 combined wins from 2021 and 2022 
were the most in a two-year stretch since the early 80s (when Dan Marino was 
playing quarterback). The Panthers had also been bowl eligible for the 
previous five seasons, so it’s very possible that 2023 was just a blip on the 
radar. Non-conference games against two former Big East foes will be 
revealing.


OFFENSE


The quarterback transfer streak likely ends with Nate Yarnell, who posted the 
best numbers of the three quarterbacks utilized last season, although Alabama 
transfer Eli Holstein is also waiting in the wings. He earned the start against 
Duke and performed admirably despite being under constant pressure by a 
strong Blue Devil defensive front. He’ll have a better chance of success if the 
Panthers can get the ground game going again like they did in 2022. The heir 
apparent to Abanikanda was banged up for much of last season and led the 
team with only 547 yards on 118 carries. Pittsburgh adds Desmond Reid to 
the running back room who follows his offensive coordinator Kade Bell from 
Western Carolina. Daniel Carter also returns after 134 yards and 2 
touchdowns. If this group stays healthy, there should be quite a bit of 
improvement on this front.


Granted, that improvement is partially reliant on better O-line play. The 
Panthers rushed for just 3.4 yards per carry last year but injuries played a 
factor. The silver lining to those injury problems is that a collection of players 
return who made starts last season. The line goes two deep in terms of starting 
experience depending on the position and they add center Lyndon Cooper 
from North Carolina State. Branson Taylor is the elder statesman of the 
group.


The Panthers lose their top wideout Bub Means but the next five pass catcher 
return including playmaking tight end Gavin Bartholomew who actually led 
the team with an 18.1 yards per catch average. Konata Mumpfield slides into 
the WR1 role after 44 catches, 576 yards, and five touchdowns. Raphael 
Williams and Censere Lee are two other Western Carolina transfers to watch. 
If Yarnell can copy and paste his Duke performance (and avoid turnovers) a 
few times this season, the passing game could also take a step forward.


 DEFENSE


Most teams in college football would kill for 31 sacks, but for Pittsburgh, this 
number is down from past seasons. Give defensive-minded Narduzzi and 
defensive coordinator Randy Bates a lot of credit for that past success, but 
they do face a tall task this season in replacing much of the defensive line. Six 
players who had multiple sacks depart and only one such player returns in 
Bam Brima. Pittsburgh does add a handful of transfers up front including 
Nate Matlack from Kansas State.


The linebacker boast a little more experience including Brandon George (49 
tackles, 1 interception) and Keye Thompson steps in from Ohio where he was 
a dominant force in the MAC. Thompson just missed out on 100 tackle 
seasons in both 2022 and 2023 and he caused all kinds of havoc, forcing two 
fumbles, recovering five fumbles, and claiming two interceptions over the 
past two seasons.


The secondary should be the strength of the defense if for no other reason than 
the return of Donovan McMillon at safety. There’s other reasons to be excited 
about this group with Javon McIntyre (85 tackles) and Phillip O’Brien (3 
interceptions) also both returning at safety. Cornerback is a little less certain, 
but the range and talent of the safeties means that they will cover up some 
mistakes.

BRANDON GEORGE - LB

Photo via Pittsburgh Sports Now

Was last year’s 
disappointment an 

anomaly or a sign of 
things to come?

HC: Pat Narduzzi

(10th Year, 65-50)


OC: Kade Bell

(1st Year)


DC: Randy Bates

(6th Year)
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SPECIAL TEAMS


Ben Sauls was only 11 of 16 on field goals last season but all of his misses were on kicks of 
40 yards or longer. He was more accurate in 2022 and his career long is 51 yards. Caleb 
Junko averaged 41.6 yards per punt. Wide receiver Kenny Johnson made a name for himself 
as a freshman in the kick return department, taking the ball end zone to end zone for a 100 
yard touchdown against North Carolina.


THE BOTTOM LINE


Pittsburgh isn’t a top contender in the ACC and they don’t qualify as one of the more popular 
darkhorse picks in the conference. However, there’s obvious room for improvement from last 
year’s 3-9 finish and returning to a bowl game is a reasonable goal this season. Avoiding both 
Florida State and Miami will help in that endeavor and seven home games should only help 
after the Panthers went winless on the road last season.


Last year, the offense hit a 28-year low, scoring 10 points per game less than the previous 
season. There should be improvement on all fronts even in the transition to a new offensive 
scheme. The defense is young with several sophomores dotting the projected starting lineup, 
but Narduzzi and his staff typically get the most out of their defensive players. There doesn’t 
appear to be the star power on the roster seen in the past with players like Pickett, 
Abanikanda, and Jordan Addison, but the collective team has improved.

DONOVAN MCMILLON - S

This time last year, McMillon was a relatively 
unsung transfer from Florida. This year, he enters 
the season as leader on the Pittsburgh defense 
after recording over 100 tackles. In theory, 
Pittsburgh would probably like to see those 
tackles come from the line and the linebackers 
but there’s no questioning his tenaciousness and 
athletic range. His 18 tackles against West 
Virginia was the most by a Pitt player since 2015.
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2024 Projection


5-7

13th in ACC

Player Spotlight

Trophy Case

x9 x0 x1

1915  1916

1918  1929

1931  1934

1936  1937


1976

Acrisure Stadium (68,400)

2023 Stats: 105 TKL, 0.5 TFL, 1 FF

RODNEY HAMMOND - RB

The Panthers may be able to utilize a “thunder 
and lightning” configuration at running back this 
season. Western Carolina transfer Desmond Reid 
fits the “lightning” build at just 5’8”, 175 pounds 
and Hammond can be the “thunder” while 
swinging the sledgehammer at 5’9”, 200 pounds. 
With more carries, he’ll be more productive as 
seen by a 145 yard performance including a 
game clinching 66 yard touchdown against BC.

2023 Stats: 118 RUSH, 547 YDS, 4 TDS

Appointment Television

vs.

Sat, Sept 14 - 3:30 PM ET ESPN/ESPN2
One of the tragedies of conference realignment was the loss of 
the “Backyard Brawl”, so give credit to each school for reigniting 
this great rivalry. West Virginia held Pittsburgh to a season low 6 
points and 211 yards last season in a defensive battle in which 
turnovers played a major factor. Will the home team win this 
matchup for the fourth straight season? Pittsburgh leads the all-
time series 62-41-3.
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2023 Statistics
Offense Defense

Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank
Points 20.2 114 Points 27.3 73

Rushing 101.9 120 Rushing 150.2 66

Passing 216.0 75 Passing 211.4 42

Total 317.9 114 Total 361.6 49

Sacks 23 55 Sacks 31 27
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