VIRGINIA TECH HOKIES

2023 Record: 7-6

KYRON DRONES - QB
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wk 2024Va Tech Schedule
1 Sat,Aug31 @ Vanderbilt
p Sat,Sept7  vs. Marshall
3 Sat,Sept14 @ Old Dominion
4  Sat,Sept21 vs.Rutgers
5 Fri,Sept27 @ Miami (FL)
6 Sat,Oct5 @ Stanford
8 Thu,Oct17 vs. Boston College
9 Sat,Oct26 vs.Georgia Tech
Sat, Nov 2 @ Syracuse
Sat, Nov 9 vs. Clemson
Sat,Nov23 @ Duke
Sat, Nov 30 vs. Virginia
I Home [ Away
Key Games

vs. Rutgers: The Scarlet Knights won the
meeting of two former Big East schools last year,
but Greg Schiano’s team must now come to Lane
Stadium where they have never won in six tries.
@ Miami: Both the Hurricanes and the Hokies
have storied history but it’s been awhile since
they’ve been able to add to that history (at least,
in a positive way). This Friday night game has
massive implications.

vs. Clemson: Lane Stadium will be rocking
when the Hokies and Tigers clash. The two
schools didn’t regularly meet since they were in
separate divisions, but they’ll make up for it this
year in a major ACC showdown.
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Atlantic Coast Conference

The last time the Hokies were even in the conversation for a conference
championship was in 2016, when Virginia Tech won the Coastal division at
9-3 and fell just shy of taking down Clemson, losing 42-35. Ever since,
Virginia Tech has been chasing past glory that featured four ACC titles in the
span of only seven years. Brent Pry was given the reins beginning in 2022 and
while he inherited a bit of a rebuild he’s already done a great job, improving
the Hokies from three wins to seven in his second season. Pry and company
put together back-to-back wins against Wake Forest and Syracuse, marking
the first time the Hokies had posted consecutive ACC victories since 2019.
Those wins prompted a 5-2 finish which included the first bowl victory since
2016.

Naturally, there’s momentum from the end of last season that is now flowing
into the 2024 season. The players clearly believe in what Pry is doing in
Blacksburg because otherwise there would not be 21 returning starters. If
Virginia Tech was given the opportunity to draw up their own schedule, it
probably wouldn’t look much different than the slate they’ll be playing in
2024. All of the stars seem as if they are aligning for Virginia Tech to return to
national prominence, now all that is left is for the Hokies to execute.

OFFENSE

Last year, Virginia Tech found their quarterback which was a big reason why
the offense jumped up by over 10 points per game. Kyron Drones made an
immediate impact for the Hokies after transferring in from Baylor. He threw
the ball for 1,993 yards and while his accuracy was only 58.0% he largely
avoided major mistakes, throwing only three interceptions on 264 attempts.
But where Drones really set himself apart was with his legs. He ran for 818
yards and 5 touchdowns and he is as slippery as he is speedy. He made an
otherwise-strong Tulane defense look silly in the Military Bowl for 176 yards
on the ground and he had three total touchdowns in the win. If he improves as
a passer after his first season a starter, look out. In case of injury, Virginia
Tech adds Collin Schlee who was most recently at UCLA.

Drones wasn’t the only dangerous runner on an offense that recorded 189.8
yards on the ground per game. Bhayshul Tuten ran for 863 yards and 10
touchdowns with a very respectable average of 5 yards per carry. Malachi
Thomas also returns after added 381 yards as a sophomore. The offensive line
will pave the way for the run game again and they bring back all five starters
which means this unit can boast well over 100 career starts. Brothers Kaden
Moore and Braelin Moore will help lead the way and Bob Schick, Parker
Clements, and Xavier Chaplin round out the projected starting five.

Six of the top seven pass catchers are back. De’Quan Felton led that group
with 667 yards, 8 touchdowns, and a 17.6 yard average. Both he and Jaylin
Lane are burners, giving Virginia Tech the potential of striking very quickly.
Ali Jennings played in only two games before having his season interrupted
with injury, so this group is talented, deep, and experienced.

DEFENSE

Even though legendary defensive coordinator Bud Foster retired at the end of
the 2019 season, the Virginia Tech defense hasn’t lost their mojo. Last year
they held opponents to 317 yards per game, the fewest since 2013. Four of the
top five tacklers are back as are several key defenders who helped contribute a
not insignificant 39 sacks. Last year, the Hokies were remarkably strong
against the pass, finishing in the top five of all FBS schools.

Lockdown cornerback Dorian Strong could have been playing on Sundays
this year, but he decided to come back to Blacksburg and the Hokies are
extremely grateful. At surface level, three interceptions and eight pass
breakups are impressive by themselves but if you take a deeper dive you
realize that he’s even better than those statistics might show. For the most part,
quarterbacks avoided his side of the field entirely, throwing only 32 passes his
way and only nine of those passes were completion. Per PPF, that was the best
percentage of any cornerback with at least 300 snaps. Strong is the star, but
senior safeties Jaylen Stroman and Jaylen Jones and corner Mansoor
Delane all returning gives the Hokies the potential to run the best secondary
in the ACC.

Up front, the Hokies are looking to reload from the transfer portal. Aeneas
Peebles (Duke), Kelvin Gilliam (Oklahoma), and Khurtiss Perry (Alabama)
highlight the group that will join Antwaun Powell-Ryland.

Blacksburg, VA

FBS Ranking

Just how loud with
Blacksburg get if the
Hokies can contend for
an ACC title?

HC: Brent Pry
(3rd Year, 10-14)

OC: Tyler Bowen
(3rd Year)

DC: Chris Marve
(3rd Year)

2024 Class Rankings

Recruiting
45

Transfer Portal
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2023 Results (7-6)

Old Dominion (W 36-17)
Purdue (L 17-24)

@ Rutgers (L 16-35)

@ Marshall (L 17-24)
Pittsburgh (W 38-21)

@ Florida State (L 17-39)
Wake Forest (W 30-13)
Syracuse (W 38-10)

@ Louisville (L 3-34)

@ Boston College (W 48-22)
NC State (L 28-35)

@ Virginia (W 55-17)

vs. Tulane (W 41-20)
Military Bowl

VIRGINIATECH.
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Player Spotlight
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DE’QUAN FELTON - WR

Brent Pry hit on a few different transfers last
season and wide receiver Dejuan Felton was no
exception. The Virginia native started his career at
Norfolk State but he had a career year with the
Hokies last season. The 6’5” senior can utilize his
height and wingspan to high point the football
and he also has plenty of speed to simply run
past the defense. If he finds a defender in his
way, he’s not afraid to run them over.

Bhayshul

TUTEN
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SPECIAL TEAMS

John Love made all but two of his 24 field goal attempts with a long of 47. Peter Moore is
back for his senior season and will start his fourth season as the Hokies’ punter. The ever-
dangerous Bhayshul Tuten returned two kicks for touchdowns in addition to his team-leading
863 rush yards.

THE BOTTOM LINE

Everything appears to be falling into place for the Hokies. Virginia Tech enters the all-
important third year under Brent Pry and he has now reached the point where the roster is
constructed with his guys. With the electric Kyron Drones back at quarterback and several
important and dangerous weapons around him, the Hokies offense should be the best its been
in quite some time. That group should be able to play complementary football and the defense
will take another step forward, too.

In addition to their roster, the schedule provides Virginia Tech with the means to compete for
an ACC title (and therefore, a Playoff spot). The non-conference features two road games as
well as a home game against an upstart Rutgers team. The ACC schedule works in the Hokies
favor. There’s no Florida State, Louisville, North Carolina, North Carolina State, or SMU.
Virginia Tech does have to travel to Miami but they get Clemson at home. Just because it’s
been awhile since the Hokies have been nationally relevant doesn’t mean they can’t be in *24.
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ANTWAUN POWELL-RYLAND - DE

Yet another 2023 breakout transfer was defensive
end Antwaun Powell-Ryland. After two relatively
modest seasons at Florida, he produced a great
season for the Hokies, contributing nearly a
quarter of the team’s 39 sacks. His 14.5 tackles
for loss ranked 24th in the country and 5th in the
ACC. If you want to watch a defensive end take
over a game, turn on the highlight film of Powell-
Ryland against Wake Forest (4 sacks, FF).

Lane Stadium (65,632)

Appointment Television

% - VT

Saturday, November 9

The game time for this contest hasn’t been announced yet, but if
Virginia Tech has any say in the matter, best believe they’ll be
asking for a night game at Lane Stadium. It’s been a long time
since the historic stadium has seen a must-see game like the
one the Hokies and Tigers will put on if the preseason hype holds
strong for both programs. There’s no better time for Virginia Tech
to end their six game losing streak against Dabo and the Tigers.

2024 Projection

10-2

4th in ACC

Offense Defense
Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank
Points 29.5 T-54 Points 23.9 50
Rushing 189.8 22 Rushing  148.0 57
Passing 2017 95 Passing 168.8 4
Total 3915 58 Total 316.8 20
Sacks 24 T-51 Sacks 39 T-10
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