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2023 Results (1-11)


@ UCF (L 6-56)

@ Arkansas (L 6-28)

C. Conn St. (W 38-10) 
@ Fresno State (L 10-53)

Miami (OH) (L 3-23)

@ Ohio (L 17-42)

@ E. Michigan (L 14-28)

Buffalo (L 6-24)

@ Akron (L 27-31)

Bowling Green (L 19-49)

@ Ball State (L 3-34)

No. Illinois (L 27-37)
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KENT STATE GOLDEN FLASHES
2023 Record: 1-11	 	 Mid-American Conference	 	 Kent, OH

2024 Kent State Schedule

1 Sat, Aug 31 @ Pittsburgh

2 Sat, Sept 7 vs. Saint Francis

3 Sat, Sept 14 @ Tennessee

4 Sat, Sept 21 @ Penn State

5 Sat, Sept 28 vs. E. Michigan

7 Sat, Oct 12 vs. Ball State

8 Sat, Oct 19 @ Bowling Green

9 Sat, Oct 26 @ W. Michigan

11 Wed, Nov 6 vs. Ohio

12 Wed, Nov 13 @ Miami (OH)

13 Tue, Nov 19 vs. Akron

14 Tue, Nov 26 @ Buffalo

Home Away

Wk

FBS Ranking

131

KENT STATE WIN TREND

Key Games

vs. Saint Francis: A game against the Red 
Storm is sandwiched between three “Power 4” 
road trips. The Golden Flashes defeated an FCS 
opponent for their lone win last year and they’ve 
only lost one game against an FCS school in 
program history.

vs. Ball State: The Golden Flashes beat Ball 
State at home in a 41-38 thriller in 2019 but have 
dropped two straight since. The home team has 
dominated this series.

vs. Akron: Kent State lost a heartbreaker last 
season in the Wagon Wheel rivalry and blew a 17-
point 4th quarter lead. A win against the Zips 
would make the season feel like a success.


2024 Class Rankings

Via 24/7 Sports

Recruiting

98


Transfer Portal

106

Sean Lewis’ “Flash Fast” offense helped guide Kent State to one of its most 
successful stretches in program history from 2018 to 2022. He departed 
following the 2022 season to join Deion Sanders in Colorado and an exodus 
of transfers followed, leaving the Golden Flashes with virtually no experience 
in 2023. Unfortunately, it showed. Kent State lost every starter on the 
offensive side of the ball and scored only 14.7 points per game, the worst 
mark in the FBS. The defense didn’t fare much better.


It’s hard to blame coach Kenni Burns for the 2023 season; he inherited one of 
the biggest rebuilding projects in the sport. He is attempting to change “Flash 
Fast” into “Kent Grit.” That process will take some time, especially with an 
extremely unenviable non-conference schedule. However, there’s really 
nowhere to go but up for Kent State.


OFFENSE


The Golden Flashes go from zero returning starters to nearly the entire 
starting eleven coming back. Take that statistic with a grain of salt since that 
offense scored the fewest number of points in the FBS, but there are a lot of 
signs pointing to improvement in 2024. One of those improvements could 
likely be more consistent play at quarterback. Two players attempted 100+ 
passes for Kent State last season, Michael Alaimo and Tommy Ulatowski. 
Ulatowski is back in the navy blue and gold in 2024 and he was, at times, the 
best quarterback Kent State had to offer last season. His accuracy could take a 
step forward after completing less than half of his attempts, but he mostly 
avoided the big mistake throwing only two interceptions to seven touchdowns. 
All in all, Ulatowski handled the situation well as a red-shirt freshman and 
spending the offseason as the assumed starter should only help his confidence. 
Devin Kargman made a couple of appearances when Ulatowski was injured 
and could occupy the backup role.


Chrishon McCray dazzled as a freshman and was the best part of the offense 
last season. He registered 610 yards and may have even flirted with a 1,000 
yards season if an injury hadn’t cost him most of November. Luke Floriea 
returns for his fifth season with Kent State after chipping in a career-best 413 
yards and four touchdowns. The rest of the receiving production departs but 
Burns and first-year coordinator Mark Carney bring in Ardell Banks from 
Kentucky and two transfer tight ends Charlie Skehan (Alabama) and Conner 
Muldowney (Tiffin - DII).


The passing game should be improved especially if the Golden Flashes can 
tighten offensive line play. Far too often Kent State quarterbacks finished a 
play on their backside. Chris Farrel, Cecil Wilson, and Dustin Morell all 
started the majority of games as freshman. Being thrown in the proverbial fire 
meant some growing pains in 2023 but that experience should hopefully pay 
off in 2024. Cameron Golden joins transfer Tony Georges as the two starting 
seniors on the line. This unit is still young, but should be improved.


Kent State brings back leading rusher Gavin Garcia. His production will also 
improve with better O-line play. His yards per carry fell from 6.0 in 2022 to 
just 3.9 in 2023 although he carried the ball over 100 times more last season. 
Watch out for transfer Ky Thomas. In 2021 with Minnesota, he tallied 824 
yards and 6 touchdowns.. 


 DEFENSE


The defense struggled last season but the offense didn’t exactly do them any 
favors. In fact, Kent State allowed more points in their 2021 run to the MAC 
Championship than they did last season, so hope is far from lost on this side 
of the ball. Avoiding injuries will be key as will establishing the linebacker 
group with three seniors graduated. Nick Giacolone is the leading returning 
tackler (54) and may very well be the leader of the defense even though 
several seniors should dot the starting lineup.


Most of those seniors will be getting their first opportunity as full-time starters 
with the exception of safety Alex Branch. As a whole, the defense was much 
better at home, allowing nearly 100 yards fewer at the friendly confines of 
Dix Stadium. The Golden Flashes play four MAC teams at home in 2024 that 
weren’t especially prolific on offense last season. If everything goes to plan, 
the defense will help the Golden Flashes stay competitive in those games and 
drive up the win totals this season. There are still a lot of question marks at all 
three levels of the defense and depth is a bit of a concern.

NICHOLAS GIACOLONE - LB

Photo via KentWired

Can Kent State pull some 
MAC upsets to accelerate 

their rebuild?

HC: Kenni Burns

(2nd Year, 1-11)


OC: Mark Carney

(1st Year)


DC: Dave Duggan

(2nd Year)
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SPECIAL TEAMS


Andrew Glass had a very strong season kicking field goals and he connected on 15 of his 17 
attempts including 6 of 7 from 40+. If everything goes to plan, he’ll be kicking more than 17 
extra point attempts in 2024. And, ideally, Josh Smith will be punting the ball less although 
he was in the top tier of MAC punters with 41 yards per punt. The Golden Flashes will need 
to identify returns in the kick return game. 


THE BOTTOM LINE


There’s almost no question that Kent State will be improved from a very forgettable 2023 
season. However, there’s one major problem: the schedule. The Golden Flashes take road trips 
to Pittsburgh, Tennessee, and Penn State in the non-conference slate. The latter two teams 
have College Football Playoff aspirations and will both be extremely physical. It’s far too 
early in the rebuild to expect Kent State to give those teams a real battle (although stranger 
things have happened in college football). The real goal will be avoiding a string of injuries 
and gelling as a unit despite the adversity they will face.


Any win that Kent State can get their hands this year is a good one (not that there’s any such 
thing as a “bad win” anyways). Home games against Saint Francis, Ball State, and Akron 
represent the best opportunities for a victory. All but one of the 11 losses were by double 
digits last season, staying competitive in games in 2024 is the first step in the right direction.

‘]k

CHRISHON MCCRAY - WR

McCray is one of the most dangerous weapons in 
the MAC. His ability to win one-on-one battles is 
notable and he got better and better as the 2023 
season moved along. An injury cost him the final 
three games of the season, but he punctuated a 
strong freshman campaign with a 161-yard 
explosion that also included 2 touchdowns. He 
led the receiving group in virtually every statistic 
and he’s a highlight waiting to happen.
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2024 Projection


2-10

12th in MAC

Player Spotlight

Trophy Case

x0 x0 x1

Dix Stadium (25,319)

2023 Stats: 41 REC, 610 YDS, 4 TD

TOMMY ULATOWSKI - QB

Like several of his teammates, Ulatowski was 
thrown into action as a freshman and he fared 
well given the circumstances. Although the game 
didn’t end with a victory, his best performance 
came against rival Akron when he completed 15 
of 23 passes for 3 touchdowns and 229 yards. 
When needed, he can escape the pocket for a 
few yards and he added a rushing touchdown in 
that game against the Zips.

2023 Stats: 49.6% COMP, 737 YDS, 7 TD, 2 INT

Appointment Television

vs.

Tuesday, November 19
The Golden Flashes allowed 21 points in the final 9:21 of last 
year’s matchup and watched as Akron claimed the Wagon Wheel  
trophy for the first time since 2017. The drama of game and the 
fact that both programs are both entrenched in challenging 
rebuilds should only add to the importance that each team 
places on the matchup this season. Throw out the records and 
simply enjoy one of the MAC’s best rivalries.

Photo via Stadium Journey
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2023 Statistics
Offense Defense

Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank
Points 14.7 133 Points 34.6 119

Rushing 105.9 115 Rushing 176.1 105

Passing 164.5 119 Passing 214.5 50

Total 270.4 128 Total 390.6 80

Sacks 41 T-118 Sacks 12 T-127

Photo via Kent State Athletics Photo via Shutterstock
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