ACC ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE

New Look ACC, New Contenders

Projected Standings The ACC looks a bit different this year. The obvious difference between this year and last year is the
addition of three new members, bringing the conference to a whopping 17 teams. The ACC adds
California and Stanford from the now defunct PAC-12 and they brought in SMU from the American.

1. FLORIDA STATE Their impact on the football field remains to be seen, but those schools certainly expand the
footprint of the conference that now covers everything “from sea to shining sea”, if you will.
2. miami Practically, the geographical challenges mean that California and Stanford will wrack up the miles

this season.

3. CLEMSON The conference may look different at the top of the standings, too. Clemson thoroughly dominated
this conference, winning six straight titles from 2015 to 2020 but their grip has loosened in the last
4. VIRGINIA TECH couple of seasons. That allowed Pittsburgh to win a championship in 2021 and Florida State to claim
last year’s title. Clemson and Florida State are obvious favorites in the ACC but Miami and Virginia
S. LOUISVILLE Tech both join that conversation in 2024. It’s been a long time since either team has been
consistently relevant in the ACC championship or College Football Playoff discussion but that could

6.SMu change this season.

7. NC STATE Miami loaded up in the transfer portal and they will also lean on strong recruiting classes that Mario
Cristobal and his staff have put together. The Hurricanes need to execute and turn that talent into

8. NORTH CAROLINA victories, especially after a particularly jarring mismanagement of the clock against Georgia Tech
which ruined a 4-0 start. Quarterback Cam Ward should help Miami bridge the gap between being a

9. GEORGIA TECH good team on paper and actually threatening for a conference title.

10. SYRACUSE A similar story rings true for Virginia Tech. Before Clemson’s dominant run, Virginia Tech was the
face of the conference and they won four ACC championships over the course of seven seasons

1. WAKE FOREST (2004-2010). Dual threat quarterback Kyron Drones helped guide the Hokies to a 5-2 finish to the

2023 season which has ramped up the excitement in Blacksburg.

12. CALIFORNIA

There are a host of other teams that could push the contenders in the ACC. Those include Louisville,

SMU, North Carolina, and NC State. While there’s talent on each of these rosters, each team also
13. PITTSBURGH benefits from advantageous schedules. The complexities of a 17-team conference means that the
14. BOSTON COLLEGE conference schedule can vary wildly from member to member. Georgia Tech arguably belongs on

that list with the “dark horse” candidates but they may be hard pressed to reach a bowl game based
on their conference schedule and dates against Notre Dame and Georgia.

15. VIRGINIA

Let’s address the elephant in the room from last season: Florida State was left out of the College

16. DUKE Football Playoff despite a perfect 13-0 record. A big reason for that snub was due to the season-
ending injury to quarterback Jordan Travis. However, another part of the equation was the
17. STANFORD perception of a lack of strength in the conference as a whole. Transparently, there was some truth to

that perception but it was difficult to see the Seminoles being left out of the postseason through no
fault of their own. That problem goes away in 2024, at least partially.

The ACC champion is guaranteed a place in the 12-team format and more than likely they will earn
a first-round bye to the quarterfinals. The new format begs a different question: how many teams
can the ACC get into the Playoff? The SEC and Big Ten offer the biggest competition and the ACC
and SEC will match up over a dozen times in the non-conference. How the ACC fares will go a long
way in shaping the conversation on the strength of the league.

a4 15 Must-Watch Games )

Aug 31: Clemson vs. UGA  Sept 27: VT @ Miami Nov 9: Clemson @ VT
Aug 31: Miami @ Florida Sept 28: FSU @ SMU Nov 9: FSU @ Notre Dame
Sept 7: NC State vs. Tenn  Oct 5: Clemson @ FSU Nov 23: Stanford @ Cal
Sept 14: WVU @ Pitt Oct 19: Ga Tech vs. ND  Nov 30: Louisville @ UK

Sept 21: TCU @ SMU Oct 26: FSU @ Miami Nov 30: NC State @ UNC
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S Fun Fact: None of the seven ACC charter members outside of
Kyron Drones - QB - Virginia Tech Clemson (Duke, North Carolina, North Carolina State, Wake

Forest) have won an ACC Championship since 1991.
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Offensive MVP

Cam Ward - QB

L]

Defensive MVP

Top Newcomer

Cam Ward - QB
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Top Freshman

T.J. Moore - WR
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5th and Goal Preseason All-ACC Team

First Team Second Team

QB Cam Ward - Miami Kyron Drones - Virginia Tech
RB Omarion Hampton - North Carolina Jaydn Ott - California
WR Xavier Restrepo - Miami Elic Ayomanor - Stanford
WR Kevin Concepcion - NC State Caullin Lacy - Louisville
WR Jordan Moore - Duke JJ Jones - North Carolina

TE RJ Maryland - SMU Jake Brinningstool - Clemson
OG Michael Gonzalez - Louisville Rush Reimer - California
OT Blake Miller - Clemson Ozzy Trapilo - Boston College

C  Weston Franklin - Georgia Tech Maurice Smith - Florida State
OT Jordan Williams - Georgia Tech Darius Washington - Florida State
OG Logan Parr - SMU Joe Fusile - Georgia Tech

K  Andres Borregales - Miami Ryan Fitzgerald - Florida State

First Team Second Team

DE Ashton Gillotte - Louisville Rueben Bain - Miami

DT Joshua Farmer - Florida State Simeon Barrow - Miami

DT Kevin Pointer - Wake Forest Aeneas Peebles - Virginia Tech
DE Kaimon Rucker - North Carolina Elijah Roberts - SMU

LB Barrett Carter - Clemson Power Echols - North Carolina
LB Francisco Mauigoa - Miami Khalil Barnes - Clemson

LB Marlowe Wax - Syracuse Tre Freeman - Duke

CB Dorian Strong - Virginia Tech Damari Brown - Miami

CB Adyan White - NC State Quincy Riley - Louisville

S Donovan McMillon - Pittsburgh Devin Neal - Louisville

S Jonas Sanker - Virginia Alijah Huzzie - North Carolina

P  Alex Mastromanno - Florida State Peter Moore - Virginia Tech
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ACC Championship Game - Bank of America Stadium - Charlotte, NC

Saturday, December 7 - Time TBD - ABC
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