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wk 2024 Syracuse Schedule
Sat, Aug31 vs. Ohio
Sat,Sept7  vs. Georgia Tech
Fri, Sept 20 vs. Stanford
Sat, Sept 28 vs. Holy Cross
Fri, Oct 4 @ UNLV
Sat, Oct 12 @ NC State
Thu,Oct 24 @ Pittsburgh
Sat, Nov 2 vs. Virginia Tech
Sat, Nov 9 @ Boston College
Sat,Nov16 @ California
Sat, Nov23 vs.UConn
Sat, Nov30 vs. Miami (FL)
N Home I Away
Key Games

vs. Georgia Tech: Of the four games in the
home stand to begin the season, the Yellow
Jackets will provide the biggest pushback,
although the road team has never won a game in
this series.

@ Boston College: Both northeast schools are
breaking in new head coaches and both finished
with identical 6-6 records in the regular season.
Which program has the advantage in 20247

vs. Miami: Depending on how the season has
gone for the Hurricanes, they could be attempting
to punch a ticket to the ACC Championship
against the Orange. Could Syracuse play spoiler
in the teams’ second-ever ACC matchup?
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SYRACUSE ORANGE

2023 Record: 6-7

Atlantic Coast Conference

In 2018, Dino Babers guided the Syracuse Orange to a 10-3 record and a win
over former Big East foe West Virginia in the Camping World Bowl. That
success led fans to expect similar results in future years, but their hope never
materialized into results. Babers was fired in November after Syracuse posted
four losing seasons in just five years. Fran Brown steps in for his first head
coaching experience at the FBS level. He was formally a defensive backs
coach for Kirby Smart and the Georgia Bulldogs, so there’s really no better
program to come from.

These days, when a new head coach arrives, an exodus of transfers usually
precedes the arrival. However, that’s not the case here. Syracuse returns an
ACC-high 18 returning starters, some of them notable transfers like
quarterback Kyle McCord. Four straight home games will provide the Orange
with a nice runway to learn Brown’s system. A 4-0 start is possible this season
which would mark the third straight year the Orange post a perfect September.
However, in 2022 the Orange lost five out of six at the end of the year and last
year they went 2-6. Can Brown help Syracuse avoid a similar fate this year?

OFFENSE

The offense brings in one of the most notable transfers in the country: Kyle
McCord. Buckeye fans shared some frustrations with his play, but consider
that he was replacing CJ Stroud and was being directly compared to create
Buckeye quarterbacks of the past like Justin Fields, JT Barrett, Dwayne
Haskins, and others. He finished last season with 3,170 yards, 24 touchdowns,
and 6 interceptions. Many programs throughout the country would kill for that
kind of production. Frankly, Syracuse is one of those programs after injuries
led to a revolving door at quarterback. McCord will need to elevate his play as
the weapons at he had at Ohio State were about as good as any team in the
country.

The Orange “portaled” here too and brought in Justus Ross-Simmons after a
724 yard performance with Colorado State. Syracuse will also welcome back
star tight end Oronde Gadsden after missing much of last season with an
injury. Umari Hatcher is the leading returning receiver with 482 yards. When
he wasn’t rushing for 1,064 yards and 9 touchdowns as a sophomore,
LeQuint Allen caught a team-high 38 passes for 210 yards.

Syracuse made do with their offensive line last season, but there’s some
obvious room for improvement. The Orange posted 172.3 yards per game on
the ground but it had a lot to do with the 529 rush attempts they had on the
season, only Louisville and Boston College had more in the ACC. The Orange
also allowed 30 sacks despite playing running quarterbacks for most of last
season. They don’t have that in Kyle McCord, so this unit will need to come
together. Syracuse brings back four players who started last season plus they
add a few transfers including Savion Washington from Colorado and Joshua
Miller from Georgia.

DEFENSE

The linebacker corps is easily the strength of the defense. Marlowe Wax has a
lot to do with that. He posted a team-high 110 tackles which ranked him third
in the ACC and he added 11.5 tackles for loss, four sacks, and interception,
and four forced fumbles. He wasn’t the only game wrecker at that position.
Justin Barron added 90 tackles and broke up seven passes. Derek
McDonald was the #3 tackler with 67. That trio will help anchor Elijah
Robinson’s 4-3 scheme.

The secondary boasts similar returning experience. Alijah Clark and Devin
Grant slot in as the projected starters at safety. Grant arrives from Buffalo
after recording five interceptions with the Bulls. Duce Chestnut is back for
his second stint with the Orange. He had 4 interceptions including a 28 yard
pick six from 2021 to 2022. One of those plays was a ridiculous diving catch
to intercept a screen against Florida State. Jayden Bellamy and Notre Dame
transfer Clarence Lewis bring additional experience to the cornerback
position.

The defensive front could be a work in progress partially due to the loss of
four starters and partially due to a change in defensive scheme. Fadil Diggs is
the most veteran player on the line after four years with the Texas A&M
Aggies which included 36 tackles and four sacks last season. Portal signings
dot the defense across all three levels, so this group could be even better than
last year.

Syracuse, NY

FBS Ranking

Can Syracuse avoid
second-half collapse and
reach a third straight
bowl?

HC: Fran Brown
(1st Year, 0-0)

OC: Jeff Nixon
(1st Year)

DC: Elijah Robinson
(1st Year)

2024 Class Rankings

Recruiting
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Transfer Portal
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2023 Results (6-7)

Colgate (W 65-0)
Western Michigan (W 48-7)
@ Purdue (W 35-20)
Army (W 29-16)
Clemson (L 14-31)

@ North Carolina (L 7-40)
@ Florida State (L 3-41)
@ Virginia Tech (L 10-38)
Boston College (L 10-17)
vs. Pittsburgh (W 28-13)
@ Georgia Tech (L 22-31)
Wake Forest (W 35-31)
vs. South Florida (L 0-45)

Boca Raton Bowl

SYRAGUSE.
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Player Spotlight

Photo via Nunes Magician

ORONDE GADSDEN - TE

The Orange were looking forward to utilizing
Gadsden all over the field after he put together
one of the most productive seasons from any
tight end in the country in 2022. That year, he
caught 54 passes for 891 yards and 6
touchdowns. Unfortunately, he suffered a season-
ending injury on the first offensive play of the
game against Western Michigan. His return gives
McCord a premium weapon in the passing game.

Marlowe

WAX
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SPECIAL TEAMS

Brady Denaburg returns after a bit of a shaky season (10/16 field goals, missed XP). Punter
Jack Stonehouse booted punts with a strong average of 44.6 yards per kick.

THE BOTTOM LINE

It will be important to build moment in the early part of the season, especially since the bad
taste from a 45-0 beatdown by South Florida in the Boca Raton bowl has lingered all summer.
Syracuse begins the season with four straight home games and all of those matchups are
winnable. A road trip to UNLV to kick off October also presents an opportunity and a
potential path to a 5-0 start. The schedule ramps up from there, but it’s worth noting that the
Orange avoid both Florida State and Clemson. One of the ways that Fran Brown and his staff
can set himself apart from the eight prior seasons of Dino Babers by performing better on the
road. Only once in Babers’ eight season did the Orange have a winning record away from The
Dome (2018). Based on who is on the road schedule, Syracuse should have a shot at that
winning road record.

Putting Syracuse in the first or even the second tier of the ACC is probably a bit premature for
this season even with the many pieces that come back. There will be growing pains here and
there with a new system but as a whole, the Orange seem better poised for success than they
were this time last season. We predicted a 6-6 season prior to last season and that prediction
came to fruition. Expect a similar result this year.
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LeQUINT ALLEN - RB

Replacing the school’s third all-time leading
rusher Sean Tucker proved to be not as difficult

. as it appeared thanks to the stellar play of Allen.
After running for 274 yards as a freshman, Allen
made the most of his extra carries and topped
the 1,000 yard mark, running the Syracuse streak
to three seasons in a row with a thousand-yard
back. His return and a revamped line means that
streak very likely moves to four years.

Saturday, November 9th

The Orange and the Eagles first did battle in 1924 and they’ve
faced one another 55 times since. The Eagles got the best of
Syracuse last season, holding the Orange to 10 points or less for
the fourth consecutive game. They allowed only 7 completions
and took advantage of several turnovers, scoring the winning
touchdown with just two minutes left on the clock. Both teams
enter new eras with new head coaches.

2024 Projection

7-5

. 1959
10th in ACC

Offense Defense

Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank
Points 235 90 Points 25.4 56
Rushing 1723 47 Rushing  148.2 59
Passing 171.0 14 Passing 232.4 78

Total 3433 97 Total 380.5 65

Sacks 30 T-86 Sacks 29 T-56

Trophy Case

ACC
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