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National Championships - 0 

Sun Belt Championships: 1

(Last: 2005)


Location: Monroe, AL


All-Time Record: 147-267-2


2022 Results: 4-8


Head Coach: Terry Bowden

3rd Year (8-16)
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22.3 
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Pass Yards 
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T-116th in FBS

Points Allowed 
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122nd in FBS
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78th in FBS
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Bowden’s Rebuild Enters Year Three


	 Historically, year three of a rebuild under a head coach is expected to be the year where 
potential is finally realized and the win column starts to look as it should. ULM is hopeful that this trend 
stays true in Terry Bowden’s third season in Monroe after inheriting a winless team. How bad, exactly 
was that 0-10 2020 season? Per Phil Steele, the Warhawks didn’t have a lead at any point during the 
season. So, when Bowden took over the program in 2021 he was facing one of the most significant 
rebuilds of any team in the country. ULM has only been favored in two games against FBS opponents 
over the last two years yet Bowden and company have eight wins in that same time span. To be clear, 
the program won’t be satisfied with four-win seasons as the have had many of those kinds of years since 
re-joining the FBS in 1994. Over those 30 seasons, the Warhawks have only made a bowl game one time 
and even then they were dismantled in the 2012 Independence Bowl by Ohio. There have been some 6-6 
seasons along the way but no bowl invitations followed. A 6-6 season would actually do the trick this 
year with more bowl game bids available than in the past but it’s still an uphill climb to reach that mark 
this season.

	 Unfortunately, even though the Warhawks scored four victories last season including a rare win 
over “Battle of the Bayou” rival Louisiana, ULM suffered from a transfer portal exodus that took with 
them their starting quarterback Chandler Rogers who has now enrolled with North Texas. His departure 
leaves Jiya Wright as the only quarterback on the roster with game experience, but that experience has 
still been very limited. The only substantive playing time came against Appalachian State in 2021 where 
he went 9 for 17 with 158 yards, a touchdown, and two interceptions although he also added 91 yards 
on the ground on 20 carries and scored a touchdown on the ground. I assume that he will be starter 
when ULM gets the season underway at home against Army.

	 Luckily for Wright, last year’s leading receiver, Tyrone Howell, is back. Despite an otherwise 
innocuous passing game, Howell shined with 50 catches for 852 yards. He possesses blinding speed 
and he had two enormous games against South Alabama (9 catches, 244 yards, 3 touchdowns) and 
Texas State (12 catches, 176 yards, 2 touchdowns) and there’s more in store this season. Alred Luke is 
also back and returns his 23 catches for 293 yards. Howell is extremely talented and Luke should fill a 
bigger role this season, but the depth outside of these two is a potential concern and ULM will need a 
few players to step up.

	 The top three runners from last season are all gone and the leading returner is wide receiver 
Bugs Mortimer so the running back room is getting a complete overhaul. Bowden turned to the portal 
and brought Isaiah Woullard in from Mississippi and Thad Franklin in from Miami. Even though the 
Warhawks have some shoes to fill, they averaged only 3.5 yards per carry so replacing that production 
may actually not be too difficult if the offensive line is up to the task up front. The line was hit with 
transfer portal losses and could be a work in progress to begin the year although three starters do return.

	 Bowden and defensive coordinator Vic Koenning have brought immediate improvement on 
defense, but there’s still a long way to go since the Warhawks finished in the bottom 10 (again) in the 
FBS in scoring defense. But, considering that ULM allowed 42 points per game in 2020 and nearly 500 
yards per game in 2019, improvement has certainly been made (34.4 points allowed and 428 yards 
allowed per game in 2022). ULM is down last year’s tackle leader Zack Woodard but many key pieces 
are back. Tristan Driggers had 63 tackles, 3.5 sacks and three interceptions at the “rover” position. Lu 
Tillery was successful blitzing off the edge at cornerback and had four sacks. The front seven still needs 
to develop as they allowed nearly 200 yards rushing and only claimed 20 sacks on the season. Bowden 
grabbed a couple of players out of the portal and a few more from the JUCO ranks but the talent on 
defense remains a concern.


The Bottom Line: Unfortunately, with the likes of Army, Texas A&M, and Mississippi on the non-
conference schedule and meetings against Appalachian State and Georgia Southern out of the East, I 
find it difficult to identify how ULM will improve their record from the past two seasons. Bowden has 
pulled four double-digit underdog wins out of his hat and will need more of the same in 202w3.


Projection: 3-9 (6th in Sun Belt East)














2022 Minnesota Twins Schedule

KEY GAMES

Sat, Oct 14: @ Texas State - Road wins have been 
hard to come by of for the Warhawks (just two in the 
last four seasons) but ULM did defeat the Bobcats 
24-14 in 2019.

Sat, Oct 28: vs. Arkansas State - It’s been a long 
time (2010, to be exact) since the Warhawks took 
down the Red Wolves although they came within a 
field goal the last time these two teams met in 
Monroe. Will ULM homecoming lift the Warhawks to a 
win or will Arkansas State make it 14 straight wins?

Sat, Nov 25: @ Louisiana - The “Battle of the Bayou” 
has been pretty lopsided in Louisiana’s favor recently 
but the Warhawks did stun their rivals 21-17 in 2022 
and could win 2-straight for the first time since 2017.

KEY PLAYERS


Tyrone Howell - WR

Howell had a tremendous season with the Warhawks after 

transferring to ULM from Kansas State. He’s a 
consistent playmaker with amazing balance and 
athleticism and his one-handed touchdown grab 
against Coastal Carolina was one of the most 

impressive, acrobat catches by any receiver in 
the country. Expect Howell to be the go-to 
receiver yet again as he competes for first-
team All-SBC honors this year after earning 
a spot on the second team last season.


Tristan Driggers - LB

ULM nabbed Driggers from JUCO where he was 
ranked by ESPN as one of the top safeties. The 
Warhawks brought him in to play the “rover” 
position which, as the name suggests, allows 
Driggers to play all of the field. He will drop into 
coverage at times and snag interceptions 
(three last season) and other times he will 
play closer the line of scrimmage and bring 
pressure (1 sack, 4.5 TFLs).


2023 ULM Schedule

Week Date Team

1 Sat, Sept 2 vs. Army

2 Sat, Sept 9 vs. Lamar

3 Sat, Sept 16 @ Texas A&M

4 Bye Week

5 Sat, Sept 30 vs. App State

6 Sat, Oct 7 vs. S. Alabama

7 Sat, Oct 14 @ Texas State

8 Sat, Oct 21 @ Georgia So.

9 Sat, Oct 28 vs. Arkansas St.

10 Sat, Nov 4 @ Southern Miss

11 Sat, Nov 11 vs. Troy

12 Sat, Nov 18 @ Mississippi

13 Sat, Nov 25 @ Louisiana

Conference Games in Bold

2022 RESULTS 
(4-8)


@ Texas (L 10-52)

Nicholls (W 35-7) 
@ Alabama (L 7-63)

Louisiana (W 21-17) 
@ Arkansas state (L 28-45)

Coastal Carolina (L 21-28)

@ South Alabama (L 34-41)

@ Army (L 24-48)

Texas State (W 31-30) 
@ Georgia State (W 31-28) 
@ Troy (L 16-34)

Southern Mississippi (L 10-20)

RECRUITING


2023 Class Ranking 

140th

(Via 24/7 Sports)
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