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2024 Record: 11-3 (6-1 MWC)

wk 2025 UNLV Schedule

Sat, Aug 23 vs. Idaho State

Sat,Sept6 vs.UCLA

Mountain West Conference

Third Conference Title Appearance a Charm?

Barry Odom took over what was a near-lifeless program and completed an
instant turnaround. After UNLV suffered through nine consecutive losing
seasons from 2014-2022 and only two seasons above .500 in a 22 year span,
Odom’s team posted a nine-win season and improved even more in 2024 with
11 wins. Two of their losses came against Boise State and their other loss
came in overtime to a high-powered Syracuse squad. He leaves to take on
another challenging rebuild at Purdue, but, due in part to his elevation of the
program, the Rebels were able to bring in a household name as their new head
coach: Dan Mullen.

It’s been a few seasons since Dan Mullen has been a head coach, but he ran
two high profile programs at Mississippi State and Florida. While the latter
job did not turn out the way he would have wanted, it’s a fantastic hire for
UNLV. However, his arrival doesn’t mean the Rebels will be able to simply
waltz to the conference championship for a third straight time, there are heavy
losses on both sides of the ball. This season will be a test to see just how
resilient this program can be.

OFFENSE

When Matthew Sluka left UNLV mid-season over an ugly NIL dispute after a
3-0 start with two P4 wins, it would have been easy for his teammates to
throw in the towel, but just the opposite happened. Hajj-Malik Williams
stepped in and impressed with his elite athletic ability and he ran for 851
yards. He graduates, which gives Virginia transfer Anthony Colandrea the
opportunity to run the offense and he’ll likely bring distinct improvement as a
passer. The Rebels haven’t totally lost the quarterback run aspect of their
offense with Alex Orji joining the team from Michigan. Orji’s passing woes
in Ann Arbor were well documented but he’s very skilled as a runner and he
will be used in certain schemes, perhaps not unlike how Mullen utilized Tim
Tebow as a freshman at Florida.

Las Vegas, NV

Preseason Ranking

HC: Dan Mullen
(1st Year, 0-0)

OC: Corey Dennis
(1st Year)

DC: Paul Guenther
(1st Year)

2025 Class Rankings

Recruiting
97

Transfer Portal
71
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Player Spotlight
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JAI'DEN THOMAS - RB

“Jet” is a very appropriate name for the tough,
speedy back. Some of his freshman school-
record 12 touchdowns were “stolen” last year by
several talented teammates, but his production
as a sophomore was prominent. Not only did he
nearly break 1,000 yards and make contributions
as a pass catcher, but he ran a kickoff return 90
yards for a touchdown, the first of its kind for
UNLV since 2011.
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“ SPECIAL TEAMS

A new look special teams unit will take the field in 2025 with Aussie Cameron Brown
handling punts. The kicking duties will go to Memphis transfer Caden Costa who had an up-
and-down season with the Tigers. The group as a whole will probably take a step back from
last year, especially considering the Rebels blocked five punts last season.

THE BOTTOM LINE

ANTHONY COLANDREA - QB

Colandrea has started the better part of two
seasons at Virginia and now gets a change of
scenery in Las Vegas. He struggled with
interceptions, but he was under constant duress
last season which disrupted timing frequently in
Charlottesville. Both Ole Miss and Louisville
wanted Colandrea out of the portal, so it’s a big
deal that he’s coming to play for the Rebels and
he’ll improve UNLV’s numbers from 2024.

Allegiant Stadium (65,000)
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The three losses the past two seasons against the Broncos have
been the most pronounced and painful, but the Rebels’ struggles
against the Broncos have existed for over half a century. Boise
has won all eight matchups as conference opponents and
UNLV’s last win came in 1976. The Rebels have only one
remaining chance at the Broncos before they stampede off to the
PAC-12 next year.
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Even with a plethora of missing pieces from an 11-win team, there’s a possibility Mullen o -
could find some leftover magic from last season in his first year in Vegas. If you exclude Statistic Per Game FBS Rank Statistic Per Game FBS Rank
games against eventual College Football Playoff teams, the Rebels haven’t lost a game by Points 35.4 15 Points 21.3 27
double digits since October 2022 (and that game came against Notre Dame). UNLV has
played multiple P4 teams in the non-conference the past two years but this year they face only Rushing 243.5 7 Rushing 115.0 23
UCLA and the Rebels get the Bruins at home and had a 3-2 record against P4 teams under
Odom. If the Rebels can navigate through a fairly front-loaded conference schedule which . .
includes getting through Boise State, they’ll have every opportunity to win the Mountain Passing 172.6 11 Passing 2359 99
West.

Total 4161 40 Total 350.9 49
It’s easier said than done. The 42 transfers give UNLV a conference championship-level
ceiling but if some of the players who are needed to fill key roles don’t pan out, the season Sacks 32 85 Sacks 42 T1
could go belly-up. Mullen is a good coach and he’ll get the most out of this roster, but it could
be that the 2026 season is when UNLV will be their most dangerous.
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