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Boilermakers Brace for Potential Rebuild

Even though Purdue won the West Division title and reached the Big Ten championship game
for the first time in program history, in some ways last season still felt like a missed opportunity. The
Boilermakers lost a highly competitive game against Penn State to open the season and just two weeks
later a costly penalty gave Syracuse just enough time to shock Purdue 32-29. A win late in the season on
the road against lllinois and some assistance from other teams in the division gave the Boilermakers a
spot in Indianapolis where they were overmatched by Michigan. A short-handed Purdue team then got
pummeled in the Citrus Bowl by LSU. However, the nine-win season of 2021 combined with last year’s
eight wins marks the most wins in a two season span since the days of Drew Brees. Unfortunately, the
coach the helped guide the Boilermakers on this run left in the offseason to coach his alma mater
Louisville. Purdue brings in lllinois defensive coordinator Ryan Walters to assume the head coaching
position. Walters’ defense was very impressive last season and multiple lllini players were drafted. His
defensive mindset differs greatly from Brohm'’s offensive background.

Although Walters brings a defensive mentality to the table, the offense will still highlight the
passing game with new offensive coordinator Graham Harrell. Harrell himself was a former gunslinger at
Texas Tech and the Boilermakers bring in Texas transfer Hudson Card to play quarterback. While Card
may not make 499 attempts like Aidan O’Connell did last season, he’ll still be asked a lot given his arm
talent and his experience with the Longhorns. Unfortunately for Card, one of college football's best
receivers last season, Charlie “Chuck Sizzle” Jones is now a member of the Cincinnati Bengals after
catching 110 passes for 1,361 yards and 12 touchdowns. Tight end Payne Durham was next with 580
yards and is also gone to the NFL. That leaves TJ Sheffield as the leading returner. Purdue snagged
Jahmal Edrine out of the portal after the 6’3” wideout had 570 yards with the Florida Atlantic Owls. No
matter how you slice it, the receiving group is full of young and relatively inexperienced athletes so a step
back in the passing game is understandable even though Card is quite capable.

As a team, Purdue wasn’t especially effective running the football but freshman Devin
Mockobee made a name for himself and almost reached 1,000 yards on the ground as a freshman. He’ll
run behind an offensive line that features three returning starters including Gus Hartwig, Marcus Mbow,
and Mahamane Moussa. Dylan Downing returns as the backup running back after 351 yards and 4
touchdowns. The run game should improve this season which could make up for some of the expected
lost yardage through the air.

Purdue returns just five starters on the defense that Walters and defensive coordinator Kevin
Kane will oversee but there are a number of transfers who will fill in the gaps immediately. The
Boilermakers landed three separate SEC transfers at defensive tackle including Isaiah Nichols who
spent the last five seasons at Arkansas and adds a veteran presence to a defense line that is without key
contributors Jack Sullivan and Branson Dean. That line moves from a 4-3 front to a 3-4 front. Sanoussi
Kane led Purdue in tackles with 72 and returns at safety where he was an All-Big-Ten Honorable Mention
honoree. Fellow safety Cam Allen had 49 tackles and three interceptions. This is a relatively young
defense so it may take time for Purdue to adjust to the new scheme but it certainly helps that both the
head coach and DC are coming over from a team within the division and are familiar with the opponents
Purdue will face this year.

The Bottom Line: By the time the season concludes, | believe Purdue will be better than their
record indicates. Unfortunately for the Boilermakers, they pull both Ohio State and Michigan out of the
East division and have back-to-back contests against the ACC in the non-conference including a trip to
the always-loud Lane Stadium. Walters brought in a fair number of transfers but several players also
exited the program upon the coaching change so | think it could take some time for Purdue to regain
their footing after two very solid seasons. A bowl game appearance should be considered a success for
the Boilermakers in 2023. To reach six wins, they’ll need to take advantage of a somewhat easier
November.

Projection: 4-8 (6th in Big Ten West)

Points Scored Rush Yards Pass Yards  Turnover Margin

75th in FBS 103rd in FBS 22nd in FBS
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2023 Purdue Schedule

Week Date Team

1 Sat, Sept 2 vs. Fresno State

2 Sat, Sept 9 @ Virginia Tech
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Conference Games in Bold

KEY GAMES

Sat, Sept 9: @ Virginia Tech - Even though the

Hokies have had some down years, fans still pack
Lane Stadium and get the place shaking when the
sounds of “Enter Sandman” play. Purdue will need to
be extra focused if they want to come away with a
win.

Fri, Sept 22: vs. Wisconsin - Purdue has won three ot
more home games in five of the past six seasons.
They get to welcome in the West favorites on a Friday
night and Ross-Ade Stadium is almost always packed.
Sat, Nov 25: vs. Indiana - Welcome to the 125th
matchup of this historic rivalry. Purdue owns the series‘

vs. Indiana

76-42-6 and have won the past two games but did
lose at home to the Hoosiers in double OT in 2019.

KEY PLAYERS

Hudson Card - QB

Card saw playing time for Texas in each of the past
two seasons but this is the first time where he’s
the clear cut starter heading into the season. He
performed admirably for the Longhorns when
Quinn Ewers went down with injury and nearly
found a way to knock off Alabama. He
completed nearly 70% of his passes for 6
touchdowns and 1 interception which is a
very good sign for a team that threw 17
picks in 2022.

Devin Mockobee - RB

Mockobee’s arrival in West Lafayette was relatively
unassuming but his play on the field as a
freshman wasn’t. He ran for 968 yards, topping
the 100-yard mark four times including an
outburst against Nebraska for 206 total yards of
offense. He’s incredibly versatile and also
caught 32 passes for 274 yards and

he’ll be highly featured in the Purdue
offense again as a sophomore.

2022 RESULTS
(8-6)

Penn State (L 31-35)
Indiana State (W 56-0)
@ Syracuse (L 29-32)
Florida Atlantic (W 28-26)
@ Minnesota (W 20-10)
@ Maryland (W 31-29)
Nebraska (W 43-37)

@ Wisconsin (L 24-35)
lowa (L 3-24)

@ lllinois (W 31-24)
Northwestern (W 17-9)
@ Indiana (W 30-16)
Michigan (L 22-43)

LSU (L 7-63)

RECRUITING
2023 Class Ranking

67th

(Via 24/7 Sports)




