
































CINCINNATI BIO


National Championships - 0 

Sun Belt Championships: 4 
(Last Won: 2021)


Location: Lafayette, LA


All-Time Record: 244-308-5


2022 Results: 6-7 
Lost in Independence Bowl


Head Coach: Michael Desormeaux

2nd Year (7-7)

Rush YDS Allowed 
141.6 

51st in FBS

LOUISIANA RAGIN' CAJUNS
Sun Belt - West Division
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Points Scored 
26.2 

78th in FBS

Rush Yards 
141.9 

77th in FBS

Pass Yards 
222.5 

79th in FBS

Turnover Margin 
+4 

T-42nd in FBS

Points Allowed 
22.8 

37th in FBS

Pass YDS Allowed 
220.1 

56th in FBS
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Ragin’ Cajuns Must Fare Better on Road


	 Billy Napier had a very impressive run in his four years as head coach of the Ragin’ Cajuns 
from 2018 to 2021. In that time his teams went 41-12 (a 34-5 record in his final three years) and he took 
Louisiana to three Sun Belt championship games and he finally took home the title in 2021. He left to 
take the open Florida head coaching position after that season and Michael Desormeaux stepped into 
the head coaching role. He’s well familiar with the program as a former quarterback here and he’s been 
on the coaching staff since 2016. After three straight seasons with double digit wins, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
had only six wins in 2022 and finished with a losing season after a defeat to Houston in the 
Independence Bowl. While the season was certainly a disappointment, Louisiana wasn’t as far away 
from contention in the Sun belt as the record may indicate. The Ragin’ Cajuns lost by four points to ULM, 
three points to South Alabama, and six points to the eventual Sun Belt champions Troy.

	 There is typically a noticeable improvement from the first year of a new coaching staff to the 
second. Napier had a four-win improvement (7-7 to 11-3) in his second year but he had 14 returning 
starters and Desormeaux has just nine. The lack of experience is particularly concerning on the defensive 
side of the football where only three starters are back and the top four tacklers (and the six of the top 
seven) are gone. Those losses include the dynamic Jourdan Quibodeaux (107 tackles, 3.5 sacks) and 
first team all-SBC safety Braden Trahan (3 interceptions). Cornerback Eric Garner departs too after two 
interceptions but he’ll be especially missed on special teams where he ran back two punts for 
touchdowns. The secondary was hit especially hard with personnel losses and outgoing players in the 
transfer portal didn’t help. Tyrone Lewis is the most experienced of the group at safety. KC Ossai is the 
leading returning tackler at linebacker. The defensive front returns Jordan Lawson and Sonny Hazard 
on the line. While there’s reason to be concerned about the defense who could very well increase their 
points allowed for the second straight season (18.5 in 2021, 22.8 in 2022), the offense could be more 
consistent even without their leading rusher and leading receiver.

	 Ben Wooldridge and Chandler Fields split time at quarterback during the first half of the 
season but when Fields went down with injury Wooldridge eventually took over until he tore his ACL in 
late November. Wooldridge had his best game against Arkansas State when he completed 21 for 34 
passes for 316 yards and 5 touchdowns. A week later he threw for 370 yards against Southern Miss but 
three interceptions doomed the Ragin’ Cajuns’ chances for a victory. He’s fully cleared from his ACL 
injury and ready to play (kudos to his hard work rehabbing in the offseason) so it appears he will win the 
starting job. The quarterback room is certainly more experienced than at this time last season.

	 Michael Jefferson was the clear leader at receiver and had 51 catches and 810 yards for 7 
touchdowns which far and away led the team. Neal Johnson was next with 25 catches for 296 yards at 
tight end and the leading returning wide receiver is Jacob Bernard who had 11 catches for 191 yards. 
Peter Leblanc caught 22 passes and Lance Legendre caught 13. The passing game could be down a 
notch but Desormeaux has a sharp offensive mind and should get the most out of this unit. The Ragin 
Cajuns’ have had a history of quality running backs including the likes of Elijah McGuire (2013-16) and 
Trey Regas (2017-2020). Last year’s leader Chris Smith had just 628 yards but with Terrence Williams 
and Dre’lyn Washington back it’s possible that the running back room can improve. Wooldridge added 
188 yards and two touchdowns on the ground and should be even more impactful if he stays healthy. 
The offensive line returns AJ Gillie, Jax Harrington, and Nathan Thomas so this unit could be better 
than they were in 2022, too.


The Bottom Line:  The Ragin’ Cajuns will have an opportunity to compete for another West division 
title but only if they quickly fill the holes on the roster and only if they improve upon their 2-4 road record. 
Louisiana faces both Troy and South Alabama on the road but they avoid the top three contenders in the 
East (Coastal Carolina, Appalachian State, and Marshall) which gives them one of the easiest paths in 
the Sun Belt. The non-conference slate is quite manageable as well with a road trip to Minnesota being 
the only game in which they will be heavy underdogs.


Projection: 8-4 (3rd in Sun Belt West)














2022 Minnesota Twins Schedule

KEY GAMES

Sat, Sept 9: @ Old Dominion - Louisiana can get a 
head start on their pursuit of a division title and a SBC 
Championship appearance with a road win over the 
Monarchs in week two.

Sat, Nov 18: @ Troy - The Trojans edged out the 
Ragin’ Cajuns and overcame a 17-point second half 
deficit to score a touchdown and win with just two 
seconds left on the clock. Louisiana will need to 
defeat Troy on the road in order to take down the 
defending champs.

Sat, Nov 25: vs. ULM - The Warhawks finally put an 
end to Louisiana’s four straight wins in the “Battle of 
the Bayou”. This meeting returns to the final week of 
the season.

KEY PLAYERS


Dre’Lyn Washington - RB

In the “hay day” of Louisiana’s dominance in the West, the Ragin’ 

Cajuns relied on a strong running game. That attack 
wasn’t nearly as potent last season but if Washington 
emerges as the top option in 2023 there’s a good 
chance the offense gets back to form. His 5.5 yards 

per carry led the team and was quite a bit better 
than Louisiana’s 4.0 team average. He saw 
more carries as the season went along and he 
had 74 yards against Georgia Southern and 
73 yards against Texas State both in wins.


Sonny Hazard - DT

Most of the key contributors from last season’s 
defense are gone and that’s especially true of those 
who made an impact in the sack category. Hazard 
is the only returner with more than one sack from 
last season after he posted four from the tackle 
position in 2022. He took over a starting role 
in October and thrived in that role and 
should be even more productive as a clear-
cut starter heading into 2023.


2023 Louisiana Schedule

Week Date Team

1 Sat, Sept 2 vs. NW State

2 Sat, Sept 9 @ Old Dominion

3 Sat, Sept 16 @ UAB

4 Sat, Sept 23 vs. Buffalo

5 Sat, Sept 30 @ Minnesota

6 Sat, Oct 7 vs. Texas State

7 Bye Week

8 Sat, Oct 21 vs. Georgia State

9 Sat, Oct 28 @ S. Alabama

10 Sat, Nov 4 @ Arkansas State

11 Thu, Nov 9 vs. So. Miss

12 Sat, Nov 18 @ Troy

13 Sat, Nov 25 vs. ULM

Conference Games in Bold

2022 RESULTS 
(6-7)


SE Louisiana (W 24-7) 
Eastern Michigan (W 49-21) 
@ Rice (L 21-33)

@ ULM (L 17-21)

South Alabama (L 17-20)

@ Marshall (W 23-13) 
Arkansas State (W 38-18) 
@ Southern Miss (L 24-39)

Troy (L 17-23)

Georgia Southern (W 36-17) 
@ Florida State (L 17-49)

@ Texas State (W 41-13) 
Houston (L 16-23)

RECRUITING


2023 Class Ranking 

88th

(Via 24/7 Sports)
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